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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND    

Doctoral Studies (2007-2012)
Emory University, Atlanta, GA

Doctor of Philosophy, New Testament Studies



                                                                                                                      
                


· Thesis: The Episode at Malta (Acts 28:1-10): Divine Visits and Hospitality in Luke-Acts
· Supervised by Prof. Luke Timothy Johnson. Examined by Prof. Walter Wilson, Prof. Steven Kraftchick, and Prof. Cynthia Patterson
Graduate Studies (2002-2007)
Duke Divinity School, Durham, NC

2005-2007 Masters of Theology

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield, IL

2002-2005 Masters of Divinity

Undergraduate Studies (1998-2001)
University of Northwestern, St. Paul, MN

Bachelor of Arts

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2012 – 2026

Professor of New Testament, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Deerfield, IL

2022-2026: Director of the Henry Center for Theological Understanding




Tenured 2019
Fall 2018

Instructor, Cook County Jail


Chicago, IL


Fall 2010

Adjunct Instructor, Interdenominational Theological Center
Atlanta, GA

Spring 2010

Co-Lecturer, Metro State Prison

Atlanta, GA
Taught Biblical Foundations for the Emory Theology Certificate program

2008 – 2009
Teaching Assistant, Emory University, Candler School of Theology


Atlanta, GA

Spring 2008: Colloquy Leader, Intro to the New Testament



Fall 2008: Assisted Thinking Through Theological Education Course

2005 – 2006
Adjunct Instructor, University of Northwestern

St. Paul, MN

Courses taught: Exposition of Revelation; Johannine Theology; and Koine Greek

2004 – 2005
New Testament Teaching Fellow, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Deerfield, IL

Courses taught: Koine Greek

AWARDS, DISTINCTIONS, AND FELLOWSHIPS
2021

Jesus Creed Book Award for The Messianic Theology of the New Testament
2021

Senior Resident Research Fellowship
The Creation Project

2018

Book of the Year Award for Saved by Faith and Hospitality
The Academy of Parish Clergy
2014

Faculty of the Year Award from the Graduate Student Government Association
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

2013 
Paul J. Achtemeier Award, “Christ the King as Living Law: Paul’s ‘the Law of Christ’ and Ancient Kingship Discourse.” 

Society of Biblical Literature
PUBLICATIONS
Authored Books
How (Not) to Be a Tyrant: Ten Lessons on Life and Leadership from the Bible’s Worst Rulers. Grand Rapids: Brazos Press. In-Press, Forthcoming 2026. 

God’s Acts for Israel, Gentiles, and Christians: Theology and the Acts of the Apostles. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2025. 

Reading the Gospels as Christian Scripture: A Literary, Canonical, and Theological Introduction. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2024. 

Pauline Theology as a Way of Life: A Vision of Human Flourishing in Christ. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2023.

The Messianic Theology of the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2020. 

Translated into Spanish.
Reading Acts. Eugene, Oregon: Cascade, 2018.

Saved by Faith and Hospitality. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2017.
Translated into Korean.

Christ Is King: Paul’s Royal Ideology. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2015.

Translated into Korean.

Divine Visitations and Hospitality to Strangers in Luke-Acts: An Interpretation of the Malta Episode in Acts 28:1-10. Supplements to Novum Testamentum 153. Leiden: Brill, 2013. 

Articles and Essays
Refereed Publications

“Why Do Christians Believe in the Resurrection of Jesus? A Response to Dale Allison’s The Resurrection of Jesus. Bulletin of Biblical Research 32 (2022): 294-298. 

“The Paul of Acts: Proclaimer of the Hope of Israel or Teacher of Apostasy from Moses.” Novum Testamentum 62 (2020): 60-78.

“Did Paul Translate the Gospel in Acts 17:22 – 31? A Critical Engagement with C. Kavin Rowe’s One True Life.” In Perspectives in Religious Studies 45 (2018): 361-376.

“Hospitable Barbarians: Luke’s Ethnic Reasoning in Acts 28:1-10.” Journal of Theological Studies 68 (2017): 23-45.

“Is the Apostle Paul the Father of Christian Anti-Judaism: Engaging John Gager’s Who Made Early Christianity? Horizons in Biblical Theology 39 (2017): 83-92.

“The Beginnings of a Theology of Luke-Acts: Divine Activity and Human Response.” Journal of Theological Interpretation 8 (2014): 23-43.

“Paul’s Areopagus Speech of Acts 17:16 – 34 as both Critique and Propaganda.” Journal of Biblical Literature 131 (2012): 567-588.

“Douglas Campbell’s Apocalyptic, Rhetorical Paul: Review Article.” Horizons in Biblical Theology 32 (2010): 183-198.

“The Son’s Entrance into the Heavenly World: The Soteriological Necessity of the Scriptural Catena in Hebrews 1:5-14.” New Testament Studies 56 (2010): 557-575.

“Dating Gospel of Thomas. Logion 53 as a Test Case for Plotting Thomas on an Early Christian Trajectory.” Co-authored with Michael J. Thate. Bulletin of Biblical Research 20 (2010): 237-256.

“Luke’s Scriptural Suffering Messiah: A Search for Precedent, A Search for Identity.” Catholic Biblical Quarterly 72 (2010): 255-274. 
“Rereading the Story of Abraham, Isaac, and ‘Us’ in Romans 4.” Journal for the Study of the New Testament 32 (2009): 217-242.
“Ancient, Modern and Future Interpretations of Romans 1:3-4: Reception History and Biblical Interpretation.” Journal of Theological Interpretation 3 (2009): 241-259. 

“The Quest for the Historical Machen.” Themelios 30 (2005): 59-68. 

Non-Refereed Publications

“Three Key Debates in Recent Studies on New Testament Christology.” In T&T Clark Companion to Christology. Edited by Chris Tilling and Darren Sumner. London: T&T Clark. Submitted and forthcoming.

“Messiah in Paul.” In The State of Pauline Studies. Edited by Scot McKnight, Erin Heim, and Nijay Gupta. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2025. Pages 7-22.
“Ancient Letters and Letter Writing.” In Behind the Scenes of the New Testament. Edited Bruce W. Longenecker, Elizabeth Shively, and T.J. Lang. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2024. Pages 144-150.
“Paul as Prophet of God’s Resurrected Messiah: Prophecy and Messianism in the Lukan Depiction of Paul.” In Paul within Judaism: Perspectives on Paul and Jewish Identity. Edited by Michael Bird. et. al. WUNT 507. Tübingen: Mohr-Siebeck, 2023. Pages 217-234.
“The Migrant Messiah and the Boundary Crossing Community in Luke-Acts.” In Global Migration and Christian Faith: Implications for Identity and Mission. Edited by M. Daniel Carroll R. and Vincent E. Bacote. Eugene, OR: Cascade, 2021. Pages 67-83.
“Messiah Christology in Paul and Irenaeus.” In Paul and Irenaeus. Pauline and Patristic Scholars in Debate. Edited by Todd Still and David Wilhite. London: T&T Clark, 2020. Pages 81-88.
“Myth, Science, and Hermeneutics: Rudolf Bultmann and the Doctrine of Creation.” In Science and the Doctrine of Creation: The Approaches of Ten Theologians. Edited by Joel Chopp and Geoffrey Fulkerson. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2021. Pages 84-98.
“Abraham in the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles.” In Abraham in Jewish and Early Christian Literature. Edited by Sean Adams and Zanne Domoney-Lyttle. London: T&T Clark, 2020. Pages 109-125.
“The Acts of the Apostles in Current Research.” In The State of New Testament Studies. Edited by Scot McKnight and Nijay Gupta. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic Press, 2019. Pages 350-367.
“Jesus, the Church, and Mental Illness.” In For It Stands in Scripture: Essays in Honor of W. Edward Glenny. Edited by Ardel Caneday, Anna Rask, and Greg Rosauer. The University of Northwestern Library, 2019. Pages 127-148.

“Messiah Language and Gospel Writing.” In Writing the Gospels: A Dialogue with Francis Watson. Edited by Catherine Sider Hamilton. Library of New Testament Studies 606. London/New York: T&T Clark, 2019. Pages 126-144.
“Raymond E. Brown and the Fourth Gospel: Composition and Community.” The Gospel of John in Modern Interpretation: Milestones in Johannine Scholarship. Edited by Stanley Porter and Ron Fay. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2018. Pages 173-196.
“Paul – The Apocalyptic Apostle.” In Apocalypses in Context. Edited by Justin Jeffcoat Schedtler and Kelly Murphy. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2016. Pages 129-141.

“What are the Implications of the Ethnic Identity of Paul’s Interlocutor? Extending the Conversation.” In The So-Called Jew In Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Edited by Rafael Rodriguez and Matthew Thiessen. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2016. Pages 183-203.

“‘For David did not Ascend into Heaven’ (Acts 2:34a): Reprogramming Royal Psalms to Proclaim the Enthroned-in-Heaven King.” In Ascent into Heaven in Luke-Acts. Edited by David W. Pao and David Bryan. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2016. Pages 41-59.

“Sharing in the Heavenly Rule of Christ the King: Paul’s Royal Participatory Soteriology in Ephesians.” In In Christ In Paul: Explorations in Paul’s Theological Vision of Participation. Edited by Michael J. Thate Kevin J. Vanhoozer, and Constantine R. Campbell. Tübingen: Mohr-Siebeck. 2014. Pages 251-275.

“Death and the Human Predicament, Salvation as Transformation, and Bodily Practices in First Corinthians and the Gospel of Thomas.” In Paul and the Gospels: Christologies, Conflicts, and Convergences. Edited by Michael Bird and Joel Willitts. Library of New Testament Studies. New York/London: T & T Clark, 2011. Pages 242-266.

“Educating the Divided Soul: Reading Romans 7:7-25 and Plato’s Republic.” In Paul: Jew, Greek, and Roman. Pauline Studies 5. Edited by Stanley E. Porter. Leiden: Brill, 2009. Pages 231-257. 

Short and/or Popular Studies
“Dictionary of Paul and his Letters. Edited by Scot McKnight and Nijay Gupta. 2nd edition. Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press.

-“Messiah/Christ.”

-“Kingdom of God/Christ.”

-“Hospitality.”

“Take and Read: New Testament. In Christian Century. October 2019.

“Colossians 2:6-15.” In Connections: A Lectionary Commentary for Preaching and Worship: Year C, Volume 3. Edited by Joel B. Green. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2019. 
“Colossians 3:1-11.” In Connections: A Lectionary Commentary for Preaching and Worship: Year C, Volume 3. Edited by Joel B. Green. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2019.
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16. In Connections: A Lectionary Commentary for Preaching and Worship: Year C, Volume 3. Edited by Joel B. Green. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2019.

“The Areopagus in Athens.” In Lexham Geographic Commentary on Acts through Revelation. Edited by Barry Beitzel. Lexham Press. 

“Take and Read: New Testament.” In Christian Century. October 2018.

“Myth, Science, and Hermeneutics: Rudolf Bultmann on Creation.” Sapientia. February 28, 2018.

“Take and Read: New Testament.” In Christian Century. October, 2017. 

“Philanthropy, Hospitality, and Friendship in Acts 27 – 28.” In Christian Reflection 2014. Pages 65-72.

“Experience at the Heart of the Matter.” In The Missionary Family: Witness, Concerns, Care. Edited by Dwight P. Baker and Robert J. Priest. William Carey Library: 2014.

“Hymns in the New Testament,” in Bible Odyssey. The Society of Biblical Literature, 2014. “Online: https://www.bibleodyssey.org/articles/hymns-in-the-new-testament/” 
Book Reviews
Full details available upon request

Review of Biblical Literature
Novum Testamentum
Horizons in Biblical Theology
Bulletin of Biblical Research
Trinity Journal
Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society
Themelios

Religious Studies Review
International Journal of Systematic Theology
Publications Under Contract
The Second Epistle to the Corinthians. New International Commentary on the New Testament. Eerdmans. 
Philippians. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament. Baker Academic.
SELECT SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED LECTURES
Plenary Lectures at Sydney College of Divinity on Paul and Human Flourishing. Delivered in Sydney, Australia, 2025.

Samford’s Holley-Hull Annual Lectures on Pauline Theology as a Way of Life. Delivered at Samford University in Birmingham, 2025.

Review of Timothy Brookins’s Rediscovering the Wisdom of the Corinthians. Delivered at the Society of Biblical Literature in Boston, 2025. 
“New Testament Virtues for Vocation.” With Amber Jipp. For the Crane Scholars at Baylor University. Delivered at Baylor University, 2024. 
“Learning to Love, Loving to Learn: Going to Seminary with the Apostle Paul.” Delivered at The Henry Center for Theological Understanding at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, 2023.

“Paul and the Impossibility of Human Flourishing (with Help from Augustine’s City of God).” Delivered at Edinburgh University, 2023. 

“A Response to Paul T. Sloan and Logan Williams’s “Haunted Meat in Romans 14.” Delivered at the Institute for Biblical Research in San Antonio, 2023.

“Hospitality in Acts and the Growth of the Church.” Delivered at Torch Trinity Graduate School. Seoul, Korea, 2023.

“A Response to Julie Newberry’s ‘Scriptural Allusion and Bodily Age in Luke 1 – 2.” Delivered at the Society of Biblical Literature in San Antonio, 2021.

“Divine Hospitality as a Witness against the Fear of Immigrants and Refugees.” Delivered at the Evangelical Missiological Society in Deerfield, IL, March 2019. 

“The Paul of Acts: Proclaimer of the Hope of Israel or Teacher of Apostasy from Moses.” Delivered at the Book of Acts Section at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature in Denver, 2018.

“An Appreciative and Critical Engagement of Matthew Bates’s Salvation by Allegiance Alone. Delivered at the Analytic Theology Section at the Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in Denver, 2018.

“Jesus’s Hospitality as a Witness against a Politics of Fear.” Delivered as the Endowed Robert Brawley Lecture at McCormick Theological Seminary. Chicago, 2017. 

“Jesus, the Church, and Mental Illness.” Delivered at the Mental Health Counseling and Psychology Section at the Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in Providence, RI, 2017.

“Raymond E. Brown and the Fourth Gospel: Composition and Community.” Delivered at the Johannine Literature and Theology Section at the Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in Atlanta, 2015.

“Friendship and Hospitality in Acts.” Delivered at the Annual Colloquy of Theology at Politics in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire, 2014. 

“Superstitious or Hospitable Barbarians: Luke’s Ethnic Reasoning.” Delivered at the Luke-Acts Section at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature in Atlanta, 2015.

“Christ the King as Living Law: Paul’s ‘the Law of Christ’ and Ancient Kingship Discourse.”  Paul J. Achtemeier Award Presentation. Society of Biblical Literature. Baltimore, 2013.

“The Beginnings of a Narrative, Self-Involving Theology of Luke-Acts: A Response to Darrell Bock’s A Theology of Luke and Acts.” The Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society. Milwaukee, WI. November 2012.

RESEARCH SUPERVISION
(First Reader/Primary Supervisor only)

Masters

Julia Lindenlaub (MA 2017)

John 9 and Textuality

Stephanie Lamour (MA 2018)

Lament in the Gospel of Mark

Daniel Waldschmidt (MA 2018)

Imitation and Pedagogy in 1 Corinthians

Eric Price (MA 2019)

Pauline Hermeneutics and Contemporary Preaching

Cooper Bryan (MA 2023)

The Johannine Grammar of Enlightenment

Doctoral
Charles Cruise (PhD 2017)
Galatians and the Rhetorical Use of Hyperbole
Enoch Okode (PhD 2019)
Romans 5 – 8 and Kingly Benefaction

Joao de Paulo Thomaz Aquino (PhD 2020)
The Gospel of Luke and Land Ethics

Kyusung Jang (PhD 2025)
Worship in the Book of Revelation

Chungyeol Lim (PhD 2025)

Paul’s use of shame in sexual ethics

Vladimir Lebedev (PhD 2025)
God’s election of the poor

Luke Kieser (PhD -) 

Hebrews and Divine Immutability

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Publication Services
Board Member of New Testament Studies (2027-).
Series Co-Editor (with Bob Yarbrough) of the Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament

Associate Editor of Bulletin for Biblical Research (2020-2026)
Board Member of Journal of Theological Interpretation (2020-2026)
Manuscript Reviewer for Baylor University Press
Manuscript Reviewer for T&T Clark, Library of New Testament Studies

Manuscript Reviewer for Journal of Theological Interpretation Supplement Series

Manuscript Reviewer for Brill, Biblical Interpretation Series

Committees and Other Responsibilities
Member of the Steering Committee for Pauline Theology Section for the Society of Biblical Literature (2023-)

Member of the Steering Committee for Book of Acts for the Society of Biblical Literature (2016-2023)

Chair of Luke-Acts section for the Evangelical Theological Society (2014 – 2018)

Professional Memberships
Society of Biblical Literature 

Institute for Biblical Research
COURSES TAUGHT AT TRINITY EVANGELICAL DIVINITY SCHOOL

Masters Courses
Greek Exegesis I – Colossians

Greek Exegesis II – 1 Peter

Greek Exegesis III – Selected Texts
Preaching from the New Testament

Greek Exegesis of Philippians

Early Christian History and Backgrounds

Hospitality in the New Testament

Synoptic Gospels and Johannine Writings

Acts and the General Epistles

Doctoral Courses
Acts

Romans

1-2 Corinthians

Pauline Theology

Pauline Christology

History of New Testament Interpretation 

New Testament Theology

Messianism and Christology

New Testament Research Methods
LANGUAGES STUDIED

Ancient Languages: Greek, Hebrew, Coptic
Modern Languages: German, French
4
3

