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Background
Education
2012		Duke University, Durham, NC
Ph.D. New Testament
Minor fields: Early Christianity, Christian Theological Studies

2005		Duke University Divinity School
		M.T.S.

2001		Malone University, Canton OH
		B.A. English Literature

Employment
2018 – present	Associate Professor of New Testament, University of Notre Dame

2015 – 2018	Clarendon-Laing Associate Professor in New Testament Studies, University of Oxford
Laing Fellow in Theology and Religion, Keble College

2012 – 2015	Professor of Scripture, Notre Dame Seminary 

Publications
Monographs
Wages of Cross-Bearing and Debt of Sin: The Economy of Heaven in Matthew’s Gospel. BZNW 196. Berlin/Boston: Walter de Gruyter, 2013. 
Reviews: Panel review by John P. Meier, Amy-Jill Levine, and Donald Senior. SBL Annual Meeting (Matthew Section). San Diego, CA, November 2014; Steven L. Bridge, CBQ 76.4: 765-66; Daniel Gurtner, RSR 41.2: 73-74; David E. Briones, Them 40.2: 295-97; David K. Lowery, BSac 173: 505; Nicholas G. Piotrowski, JETS 57.4: 816-19; Marc Rastoin, Recherches de Science Religieuse, 104.2: 270-271; Cheongsoo Park, Hor 39.2: 245-48.

Edited collections
The Creed and the Scriptures. Edited with Markus Bockmuehl. WUNT I. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2024.

Commentaries
First and Second Thessalonians. Baker Academic, 2019.
	Polish language edition 2022.

Peer-reviewed articles
“Configurations of Grace and Merit in Paul and His Interpreters,” International Journal of Systematic Theology 22 (2020): 7-17.
 
“Prison, Penance, or Purgatory: The Interpretation of Matthew 5.25-26 and Parallels,” New Testament Studies 64 (2018): 162-177. 

“Justice Endures Forever: Paul’s Grammar of Generosity,” Journal for the Study of Paul and His Letters 5 (2015): 169-87.

“Dying with Power: Mark 15,39 from Ancient to Modern Interpretation,” Biblica 95 (2014): 247-268.

“Ineffably Effable: The Pinnacle of Mystical Ascent in Gregory of Nyssa’s De vita Moysis,” International Journal of Systematic Theology 16 (2014): 25-41.

“Storing up Treasure with God in the Heavens: Celestial Investments in Matthew 6:1-21,” Catholic Biblical Quarterly 76 (2014): 77-92.
										
 “What Does Matthew Say about Divine Recompense? On the Misuse of the Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (20:1-16),” Journal for the Study of the New Testament 35 (2013): 242-262. 

“Almsgiving is ‘The Commandment’: A Note on 1 Timothy 6.6-19,” New Testament Studies 58 (2012): 144-50. 

“A Disconcerting Prayer: On the Originality of Luke 23:34a,” Journal of Biblical Literature 129 (2010): 521-536.

“Bakhtin and Lukan Politics: A Carnivalesque Reading of the Last Supper in the Third Gospel,” Journal of Greco-Roman Christianity and Judaism 4 (2007): 32-54.

Peer-reviewed book chapters
“Jesus in the Fourfold Gospel,” (with Tyler Brown) in The New Cambridge Companion to Jesus, ed. Markus Bockmuehl (Cambridge University Press, 2024). 

“Alms for the Poor,” in The New Testament Behind the Scenes (Baker Academic, 2024). 

“The Savior of the Bible and the Judge of the Creed,” in The Creed and the Scriptures, ed. Markus Bockmuehl and Nathan Eubank, WUNT I (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2024).

“Love, the Law, and Eternal Life,” in Divine and Human Love in Jewish and Christian Antiquity, ed. Kylie Crabbe and David Lincicum (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2024).

“Good Trees Produce Good Fruit: Is Obedience Automatic According to the New Testament?” in A Scribe Trained for the Kingdom of Heaven: Essays on Christology and Ethics in Honor of Richard B. Hays, ed. David M. Moffitt and Isaac Augustine Morales, O.P. (Lanham, Maryland:
Fortress Academic, 2021), 47-65. 

“‘Merit’ and Anti-Judaism in Matthew’s Parables Since Jülicher,” in Matthew within Judaism: Israel and the Nations in the First Gospel, ed. Anders Runesson and Daniel M. Gurtner, Early Christian Literature Series (Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2020), 425-46. 

“Damned Disciples: The Permeability of the Boundary between Insiders and Outsiders in Matthew and Paul,” in Perceiving the Other in Ancient Judaism and Early Christianity, ed. Michal Bar Asher Siegal et al. (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2017), 33-47. 
									
Other publications
“The Repayment of Good Deeds in Matthew’s Sermon,” The Bible Today 55 (2017): 29-34. (A popular publication).

“Purchasing the Rewards of Eternal Life: The Logic of Resurrection and Ransom in Matthew’s Gospel,” Letter and Spirit 8 (2013).

Book reviews
Review of Isaac W. Oliver, Torah Praxis after 70 C.E.: Reading Matthew and Luke-Acts as Jewish Texts (WUNT, 2013), in Religious Studies Review (2015).

Review of Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives (Image, 2012) in Nova et Vetera 13 (2015). 

Review of Timothy C. Gray, The Temple in the Gospel of Mark: A Study in Its Narrative Role (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2010), in Nova et Vetera 10.2 (2012).

Review of The Contemporary Torah, edited by David E. S. Stein (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 2006), in The Bible and Critical Theory 3.3 (2007).

Review of Amy Orr-Ewing, Is the Bible Intolerant? (Downer’s Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2005), in Prism November-December 2006.  

Review of Literary Encounters with the Reign of God, edited by Sharon H. Ringe and Hyun Paul Kim (London: T. & T. Clark, 2004), in The Bible and Critical Theory 2.3 (2006).

Work in progress
Monograph:
Merit in Early Christianity. Under contract with Mohr Siebeck, WUNT I. Target completion: August 2026. 

International conference on the historical Jesus and the work of John P. Meier, “The Unpapal Conclave.” Jerusalem 2024. Organizing with two colleagues. 

Scholarly presentations 
“The Gospels as Icons of Christ.” Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies, University of Toronto. 21 June 2025.

“Crucifixion as Theophany in John’s Gospel.” University of Austin. 29 May 2025.

“Does the Old Testament Proclaim the Gospel.” Invited Main Session Paper for Understanding the Old Testament as Christian Scripture: An International Symposium. Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas, Rome. 17-20 June 2024.

“The Savior of the Bible and the Judge of the Creed.” Oxford New Testament Seminar, 20 October 2023.

“Has the Early Modern Growth of ‘Justification’ into a Core Dogmatic Topos Made It Harder to Read the Bible?” Tantur Ecumenical Institute, Jerusalem. Conference on Divine and Human Righteousness in the Bible. 2-6 July 2023. 

“Parable Scholarship’s Myth of Origins.” Invited lecture. University of Oslo. Conference on Parables and their Reception. 26-28 September 2022.

“The Merit of Christ.” Invited plenary lecture. Ave Maria University. Conference on Thomas Aquinas and Christology. 7-8 February 2020. 

“‘Merit’ as Criterion for Identifying Deuteropaulinism since Schleiermacher.” St. Andrews Biblical Studies Seminar, 29 October 2019.

“The Dogmatic Construction of the Historical Paul.” Oxford New Testament Seminar, 28 October 2019.

“Charity as Devotion to God in the Pauline Tradition (1 Timothy).” The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Charity in Classical Jewish Law Workshop. 16 July 2019.

“Good Trees Produce Good Fruit: Does the New Testament Allow for Moral Change?” University of Oxford. Joint Oxford-Notre Dame Workshop: Jewish Sources and the New Testament. 17 May 2019.

“Merit and Configurations of Worth in Paul and His Interpreters.” Durham University. Reading Paul Together: A Research Symposium in Conversation with John M. G. Barclay’s Paul and the Gift. 22 June 2018.

“Synoptic Parables and the Quest for a Meritless Jesus.” Oxford New Testament Seminar, 2 March 2018. 

“The Salvific Instrumentality of Works of Mercy in the New Testament: A Comparison of Ancient and Modern Reading Strategies.” University of St. Andrews, 24 March 2017. 

“Temporary Divine Chastisement in the Synoptic Tradition.” University of Durham New Testament Seminar, February 2017. 

“Penance and Purgation: Explaining Ancient Christian Assumptions about Matt 5:25-26/Luke 12:57-58.” Cambridge Senior New Testament Seminar, 11 October 2016. 

“Pennies and Penance in Matthew 5.21-26.” Oxford New Testament Seminar, 17 June 2016. 

“Explaining Ancient Christian Assumptions about Matt 5:25-26.” International Theological Institute Austria, 12 May 2016. (Unable to attend)

“Debt Bondage as Punishment for Sin.” University of Edinburgh Biblical Studies Seminar, 1 April 2016. (Unable to attend)

 “Damned Disciples: The Permeability of the Boundary between Insiders and Outsiders in Early Christianity.” The Goldstein-Goren Department of Jewish Thought, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, March 2016. 

“Words Fail Us.” Response to Beverly Roberts Gaventa and Martin de Boer on Righteousness/Justice in Paul. The Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting (Unit on Pauline Soteriology), San Diego, CA, November 2014. 
 
“‘He Became Poor’: Paul’s Theology of Almsgiving.” Houston Baptist Theology Conference on Paul and Judaism. March 2014.

“‘I Seek Not the Gift, but the Interest That Increases in Your Account’: Almsgiving in the Pauline Corpus.” The Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting (Unit on Paul and Judaism), Baltimore, MD, November 2013. 

“Payday Advances: The Intra-Synoptic Debate on the Deferral of Rewards.” The Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting (Unit on Synoptic Gospels), Baltimore, MD, November 2013. 

 “‘What We Have Seen and Heard We Announce to You’: Henri de Lubac’s Interpretation of Dei Verbum as a Window into the Council.” Faculty Convocation Keynote Address, St. Joseph Abbey and Seminary College. August 2012. 

“Who Needs a Metaphysics of Being? A Requiem for Catholic Pietism.” Notre Dame Seminary Faculty Symposium. March 21, 2012.

“Leading the People Astray: The Exodus in John 7.” The Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting (Johannine Literature Section), San Francisco, CA, November, 2011. Proposal accepted but unable to attend meeting.

“To Fulfill All Righteousness: Kenotic Glory in Matthew.” The Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting (Matthew Section), Atlanta, GA, November 20, 2010.

“Matthew 26:64 and the Enthronement of Jesus.” New Testament Section of the Southeast Region Society of Biblical Literature conference (SECSOR), Chapel Hill, North Carolina, March 2009.

“Thomas Aquinas and Historical Criticism.” Duke-UVa Colloquium on Interpretation and Ethics, Charlottesville, VA, February 2008.

Presentations given at Notre Dame
“The Unfinished Conclusion to John Meier’s A Marginal Jew.” Christianity and Judaism in Antiquity Colloquium. April 10, 2024.

“The Deep Structure of the Christian Understanding of Salvation.” Deification through the Cross Conference. September 24, 2021.

“To Judge the Living and the Dead.” The Creed Project Workshop. July 21, 2021.

“‘Merit’ as Tell-tale Sign of Deuteropaulinism since Schleiermacher.” Christianity and Judaism in Antiquity Colloquium. April 5, 2021.

“Does the New Testament Allow for Moral Progress?” Pinckaers Symposium, May 6-7, 2019.

“‘Merit’ and Anti-Judaism in the Parables Since Jülicher.” Christianity and Judaism in Antiquity Colloquium. February 26, 2019.

Teaching 
Courses taught
University of Notre Dame: 
Fall 2025: THEO 60113 Gospel of John. THEO 83154 Gospel According to Mark.
Spring 2025: THEO 40108 New Testament Introduction. THEO 60102 New Testament Introduction.
Fall 2024: THEO 60195 Synoptic Gospels: Luke. THEO 60196 Greek Exegesis of 1 Corinthians.
Spring 2024: THEO 40108 New Testament Introduction. THEO 83148 Historical Jesus
Fall 2023: THEO 10001 Foundations of Theology. THEO 60113 Gospel of John.
Spring 2023: THEO 40108 New Testament Introduction. THEO 60190 Greek Exegesis of Galatians.
Fall 2022: THEO 60111, Synoptic Gospels. THEO 83139, History and Theology in the Study of the New Testament and Christian Origins.
Fall 2021: THEO 10001, Foundations of Theology (supersection). THEO 60113, Gospel of John.
Spring 2021: THEO 40108 New Testament Introduction. THEO 60102 New Testament Introduction.
Fall 2020: THEO 60111, Synoptic Gospels. THEO 83141, Economies of Heaven and Earth.
Spring 2020: THEO 40108 New Testament Introduction. THEO 60102 New Testament Introduction.
Fall 2019: THEO 10001, Foundations of Theology. THEO 83139, History and Theology in the Study of the New Testament and Christian Origins. 
Spring 2019: THEO 10002, Foundations of Theology. THEO 60102, New Testament Introduction.
Fall 2018: THEO 10001, Foundations of Theology. THEO 60146, Gospel of Matthew.

Oxford:
Lectures: The Gospel of Mark; the Historical Jesus; the Gospel of John; Introduction to the Bible
Tutorials: The Gospel of Mark; Jesus and the Gospels; Pauline Literature; Introduction to the Bible; Jesus through the Centuries; the Gospels; History and Theology of the Early Church (64 – 337 CE).
Graduate Teaching: Ephesians (Mst); Pauline Epistles and Revelation (MPhil).

Notre Dame Seminary and Duke University:
Synoptic Gospels; Johannine Literature; Pauline Literature and Hebrews; Introduction to the New Testament; 1-2 Thessalonians; Methodology of Biblical Studies; Wisdom Literature; Prophetic Literature; Psalms; Hellenistic Greek I & II. 

Dissertation supervision
Lilly Davis (co-supervisor)
Jonathan Sanchez (co-supervisor) 

Dissertation committees
Matthew Klem 2024-present
Judy Kim 2021-present
Carlos Garcia 2023-2025
Angela Zautcke 2021-2024
Paul Wheatley 2020-2021
Samuel Johnson 2019-2021
Nathan W. O’Halloran 2018-2020
Pauline Buisch 2019-2021

Candidacy examinations
Chris Howard 2024-2025
Noelle Johnson 2024-2025
Rachel Corcho 2023-2024
Matthew Klem 2023-2024
Daniel Bannoura 2022-2023
Jen Guo 2022-2023
Carlos Garcia 2022-2023
Kacie Klamm 2021-2022
Jonathan Sanchez 2021-2022
Matthew Lambert 2021-2022
Angela Zautcke 2020-2021
Judy Kim 2020-2021
Paul Wheatley 2018-2019
Samuel Johnson 2018-2019

MTS oral examination
Ingrid De Groot 2025
Ryan Quam 2025
Carlos Garcia 2020 (canceled due to COVID-19)
Abraham Rusch 2020 (canceled due to COVID-19)
Joel Archer 2019
Rachel Barker 2019

MDiv synthesis seminar
Jacqueline Sardina (Margie Pfeil also advising) 2019.

Undergraduate senior thesis director
Isaiah Baumgartner 2025-2026
Danny O’Brien 2023-2024
Drew Sveda 2022-2023
Maria Sermersheim 2021-2022

Service 
Service to wider academy
Co-chair Society of Biblical Literature Matthew Section, 2020-2023. Appointed to a second term, 2024-2026.

Member of the Editorial Board of New Testament Studies, 2024-December 2026.

Member of the Editorial Board of Catholic Biblical Quarterly, January 2023-December 2026.

External review of scholarship for tenure candidacy of Fr. Isaac Augustine Morales, O.P. Providence College. January 2022. 

Member of the Editorial Board of New Testament Studies, January 2020-December 2022.

Member of the Editorial Board of New Blackfriars, 2020-present. 

Peer-reviewing in addition to editorial duties for New Testament Studies: Journal of the Jesus Movement in Its Jewish Setting; Journal of Theological Studies; Oxford University Press; Journal of Early Christian Studies.

Member of the Academic Board of the Middlebury College-CMRS Oxford Humanities Program, 2020-2025.

Member of the New American Bible revision team for Luke-Acts, January 2015-2017.

Doctoral theses examined for the University of Oxford (2025, 2019), University of St. Andrews (2016), and University of Durham (2016).

To Notre Dame
Search Committee for open rank position in New Testament
CJA Area Coordinator, 2024-present
Search Committee for two Assistant Professors in CJA, 2024-2025
Department of Theology Executive Committee, 2022-2025
Interviewing MDiv applicants, 2024
Search Committee for Assistant Professor in Thomistic Studies, 2023-2024
Department of Theology Undergraduate Teaching Committee, 2022-2024
TPAC review committee 2021-2024
Department of Theology, MDiv Committee 2018-2022.
Interviewed MDiv applicants, 2019

Previous service at the University of Oxford
Dean of Degrees, Keble College
Co-Director of Studies for Keble College
Director of Studies for the Dartmouth-Oxford Exchange Program
Governing Body, Keble College
Member, Board of the Faculty of Theology and Religion (2015-2018)
Member, Board of Examiners, FHS 2015-16, 2016-17
Assessor for the Prelims Greek paper
Graduate Studies Committee (Trinity 2017-2018)
New Testament Seminar Chair (Trinity 2017, sabbatical replacement) 
Coordinator of Graduate Professional Development (2015-2017)
Supervised graduate instruction of Greek text classes (Michaelmas 2016-2018)
Supervised graduate instruction of text classes on Luke’s Gospel (Hilary 2017-2018)
Board of Electors for the Speaker’s Lectures

Academic memberships
Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas (elected in 2016)
Society of Biblical Literature 
Catholic Biblical Association 
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