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Education

Ph.D.    University of Notre Dame				    			     August 2010
		
M.T.S.  Duke University        				                                                             May 2005

B.A.      University of Notre Dame			                                                             May 2003


Teaching 

Teaching Professor, University of Notre Dame					              2023-Present
Theo 60216, Theo 40201, Theo 64290, Theo 10001, Theo 68800/01, Theo 68804 
Theo 63211 + 63212 + 63213 (The Marian Mystery),
 Theo 66001 (The Athlete’s Rule; Werfel’s Bernadette & Lourdes), FYS 10101 (Moreau)

Associate Teaching Professor, University of Notre Dame	                                                        2019 - 2023
Theo 60903, Theo 64216, Theo 68801, Theo 66001 (“Mercy & the Saints,” “Theology of the Body,” 
“Saints & Stories”), Theo 40220, Theo 68803, Theo 64288, Theo 10001

Associate Professional Specialist, University of Notre Dame                                                      2017-2019
Theo 10001/2, Theo 40201, Theo 66001 (various directed readings), Theo 68803, 
Theo 64288

Assistant Professional Specialist, University of Notre Dame.      		      	                 2011 - 2017
Theo 10001/2, Theo 40201, Theo 66001 (various directed readings), Theo 64213, Theo 68802

Teaching Scholar, University of Notre Dame		                                                           2010-2011
Theo 10001 

Adjunct Professor, Holy Cross College, Notre Dame, IN		          	                                2010-2011
Theology 140, “Introduction to Theology” 
	
Instructor, Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, Permanent Diaconate Program             2009, 2019, 2020
“Introduction to Medieval Theology,” “Christian Spirituality,” “Classic Spiritual Writers”

Graduate Student Instructor, University of Notre Dame		                      		          Fall 2009
	Theo 10001 “Foundations of Theology: Biblical and Historical” 
	 

Administration

	Assistant Chair, Department of Theology, University of Notre Dame			   2011-Present

Todd and Stephanie Schurz Director of the MA Program, University of Notre Dame.                 2024-Present

Director of the MA-Theology Program, University of Notre Dame	                                2011-2024      
	

Related Administrative Service

McGrath Annunciation Days Committee							    2024-Present

MDiv Admissions Committee								                2024

Haciendo Caminos Discernment Cohort Leadership					    2023-Present

McGrath Saturdays with the Saints Committee						    2021-Present

Theology Department Teaching Committee						    2013-Present

MA Committee										     2011-Present

Theology Department Executive Committee						         2020-2024

Graduate School Appeals Committee (1 case)						                2023

College Council										        2022-2023

Advisor, ND Club Swimming								    2022-Present

Theology Department Collegiate Committee					                     2013-2020

Residential Foundations Committee						                     2015-2018

College & Registrar eTUSC Committee						                               2015

Santiago Study Abroad Program Assessment Committee					        2013-2014
       
Core Departmental Editorial Committee, Accreditation Review			                     2012-2013


Related Academic Service: Exams, Boards, Theses

MA Capstone Direction (110 - 13 completed in Summer 2025)  				    2017-Present

Dissertation Board (1)							    	                               2023

Undergraduate Thesis Direction (1)						                     2019-2020

PhD Exam Board (1)	 								     2019-2020

MA Comprehensive Exam Committees (42)		                                                            2014-2017



Related Academic Service: Research & Reviews
	
Theological Reviewer, Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible   	          		                             2022

Reader, Cistercian Studies Quarterly								2016

Tantur Scholars Program, Tantur Ecumenical Institute, Jerusalem, Israel	       	                  Spring 2010
Research and Archaeological trips with the École Biblique
	 
	Research Assistant, Center for Catechetical Initiatives    				               Summer 2004
	
				                
Awards

Lilly Endowment, co-author of “New Horizons” $5.3 million grant (awarded December 2025)

ND Strategic Framework Grant Initiative, $5,453 for “Japanese Saints & Japanese Stories”

Lilly Endowment, $55,000 subgrant with “Haciendo Caminos” (January 2023-December 2024)

Lilly Endowment, co-author for $997,387 Grant, “Developing Intercultural Competency in Tomorrow's Pastoral Leaders” (November 2021-December 2026)

Lilly Endowment, co-author for $49,990 Grant, “Training Future Ministers for a Diverse, Global Church” (March 2021-December 2021)

McGrath Saints Initiative $5,000 Grant for Materials for “Race & Sanctity” Curricula.


Publications
	
BOOKS:

Cavadini & Cassady. Behold the Wonder: The Coming of Christ Through Mary’s Eyes. Ave Maria Press: 6 August 2025. 

Cavadini & Cassady. Saints: A Family Story. Paraclete Press. 26 September 2023.

BOOK CHAPTERS:

Cavadini, Catherine. “The Magician’s Nephew: A Mystagogical Story of Creation,” in Chronicles of Transformation, ed. By L. DeLorenzo. Ignatius Press, Spring 2022. 

Cavadini, Catherine. “Cistercian Reception of the Song of Songs” for the Brill Companion on The Song of Songs and Christian Spirituality. Timothy Robinson, ed.. 2021. 

Cavadini, Catherine. “The Place of Tradition in the Introduction to Christianity” in God Is Love: Ratzinger's Introduction to Christianity at 50. Wipf & Stock. 2021.  

Cavadini, Catherine. “Lips of Fear Kissed by Mercy: Expositions of Timor Dei in Cistercian Commentary on the Song of Songs” in Saving Fear, ed. by Ann Astell. Notre Dame Press, November 2019. 105-124.

Cavadini, Catherine and Ann Astell. “The Song of Songs” in The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Christian Mysticism, ed. by Julia Lamm. Wiley-Blackwell, 2013.  27-40.

REFEREED ARTICLES:

Cavadini, Catherine. “An Ardent Embrace: Thomas the Cistercian’s In Cantica Canticorum.”  Cistercian Studies Quarterly 47.3 (2012): 297-311.

OTHER INVITED PUBLICATIONS:

“She Pondered in her Heart, “ Magnificat, December 2025.

“She Pondered in her Heart,” Magnificat, February 2025.

“Breaking Open the Word” Columnist, Our Sunday Visitor. Columns due every other week, 2021-2024. 

“She Pondered in her Heart,” Magnificat, January 2024.

Cavadini, Catherine. Forward to Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection. WRM Special Edition for Ave Maria Press, 2023.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Bernadette, The Spring of Lourdes & The Immaculate One,” Church Life Journal, Feb 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “How to Read Scripture as a Catholic,” in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Hannah,” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Sarai,” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Rachel,” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Rebekah,” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Salome,” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Mother of the 7 Sons (in 2 Maccabees)” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “The Shulamite Woman,” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “The Sunamite Woman,” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Sarah, Wife of Tobit,” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Eunice & Lois,” biographical portrait in Ave Maria Catholic Women’s Bible. Sarah Christmyer, ed. Forthcoming December 30, 2022.

Cavadini, Catherine. “A Life of Augustus Tolton & Thea Bowman” for middle school curriculum on “Race & Sanctity: Toward Cultural Change.” 

Cavadini, Catherine & Clare Kilbane. “Race & Sanctity: Toward Cultural Change.” A Middle School curriculum developed with a grant from the McGrath Saints Initiative.

Cavadini, Catherine. Readings for 17 January 2021. Teaching the Faith. January 2021.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Therese of Lisieux: Daughter of Saints Louis & Zelie Martin.” McGrath Institute Blog. October 2020.

Cavadini, Catherine. “Mother and Child.” Magnificat 21:10 (2019): 183.

Cavadini, Catherine. “The Church and Her Saints,” “The Church, Her Culture, and the Saints,” “The Church and Her Canon of Saints,” “The Church: Imitating Her Saints.” A series of brief essays on the Saints for the McGrath Institute Blog. November 2019.

Catechetical side-bars for the Newman Hymnal.

Cavadini, Catherine.  Book Review: Holy Scripture and the Quest for Authority at the End of the Middle Ages.  By Ian Christopher Levy.  In Horizons 40.1, 2012: 129-130.

Cavadini, Catherine.  Book Review: Medieval Exegesis: The Four Senses of Scripture, vol. 3.  By Henri DeLubac.  Religious Studies Review 37.1, December 2011: 286-287.


Works in Progress 

Cavadini & Cassady. “Saints: A Family Story,” vol. 2. Solicited by Paraclete Press.


Presentations 
	
INVITED PRESENTATIONS:

“A Resounding Yes” Podcast. 16 December 2025.

“The Katie McGrady” Show. 23 November 2025.

“Ave Presents Advent” Podcast. 16 November 2025.

Catholic Forum Podcast. 14 November 2025.

Catholic News Network. 30 October 2025.

Cincinnati Radio: “Driving Home the Faith.” 3 October 2025.

Word on Fire Marian Series. 21 May 2025.

“We Hold These Treasures” Podcast. 28 November 2023.

Living the Word Podcast. 14 September 2023.

Videos on Praying the Sorrowful Mysteries. Paradisus Dei. 30 March 2023.

Living the Word Podcast. 2 March 2023

“Eucharistic Hunger.”  St. Joseph Lenten Series. 25 February 2023. Mishawaka, IN.

5 Videos on How to Read Scripture with Ave Maria Press, published on Ave’s website in 2023.

“The Gift of Saints and Their Stories.” Well Read Mom Conference. 15 October 2022. Eagan, MN.

“Prayer and Missionaries to the Family.” 16 lectures recorded as a parish-level mini-course on pillar four of the Catechism for Paradisus Dei. Recorded January 8-10, 2019 in Houston, TX. The first course was offered to students May-August 2020, and the third cohort just finished in July 2022.

“Messengers, Mothers, and Martyrs: An Exhortation to the New Evangelization.” The Augustine Institute. 18 October 2017. Denver, CO.

“An Introduction to the Exegesis of Thomas the Cistercian.”  Medieval Exegesis Workshop. 7 May 2010. University of Vienna, Austria.  

INVITED PRESENTATIONS AT NOTRE DAME:

“Saints and Stories,” Edith Stein Conference, 9 February 2024.

“Mary, Queen of Heaven.” Saturdays with the Saints. 18 November 2023.

“Preaching The Saints in the Mystery of Christ.” Compelling Preaching Initiative. July 2023. 

“Bernadette, The Spring and the Immaculate One.” Saturdays with the Saints. 6 November 2021.

“Saints as Media.” Church Communications Ecology Project Symposium. McGrath Institute. 19 June 2021.

“Naming the Saints: Holiness, Cult & Culture.” Strong Foundations for Catholic Leaders Symposium. 16 July 2021.

“Praying the Rosary with St. Bernadette.” 3 short lecture recordings on St. Bernadette and the Rosary for the Praying with the Saints Initiative. McGrath Institute. January 2021.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
Pedagogy, Prayer, and the Senses of the Scriptures. Center for Liturgy, Summer 2017 Symposium.

Vesper Reflection on the Sacred Heart. Center for Liturgy, University of Notre Dame. 13 June 2015.

“The Parents of St. Therese of Lisieux, as encountered by Dorothy Day.” Saturdays with the Saints. University of Notre Dame. 4 October 2014.

Vesper Reflection on Therese of Lisieux. Center for Liturgy, University of Notre Dame. 1 October 2014.

“On the Mysteries of the Life of Christ: The Art of the Gospels.”  Vision Program for Campus and Youth Ministers.  University of Notre Dame.   20 & 27 June, 11 & 18 July 2013.
 
INVITED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS:

“The Place of Tradition in the Introduction to Christianity.” Joseph Ratzinger’s Introduction to Christianity at 50: Remembering & Reimagining Theology in the Public Sphere. Notre Dame. November 5, 2018. Invited Presentation.

Response to J.C. Cavadini at the USCCB Young Theologians Conference: “Teaching Undergraduate Theology: Connecting the Disconnects.”  September 14, 2018. Washington D.C. Invited Presentation.

“To Be Kissed by Mercy: Two Cistercians on Spousal Fear.” Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality Conference: “Wondrous Fear and Holy Awe.”  University of Notre Dame.  30 June 2013. Invited Presentation.

“From the Breast of the Father: St. Dominic as the Perfect Apostle.”  Catholic Theological Society of America Conference: “All the Saints.”  San Juan, CA.  11 June 2011. Invited Presentation.
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS:

“Images of Mary’s Womb: Thomas the Cistercian’s Exegesis of the Song of Songs.”  44th Annual 	International Medieval Congress. Western Michigan University.  10 May 2009.  


INVITED SYMPOSIA PARTICIPATION: 

Porticus Multicultural Catholic Dialogue, University of Notre Dame				     April 2022

“Christ and the Jewish People, A Symposium,” University of Notre Dame		                   August 2008
	Invited student participant

International Jewish-Christian Interfaith Dialogue, Warsaw & Lublin, Poland	                                October 2007
	Invited participant 
	                   			

Church & Community Service

St. Matthew’s Building Committee, St. Matthew’s Cathedral		                                          2025

St. Matthew’s Strategic Plan Writing Committee, St. Mathew’s Cathedral	                            2024

Catholic Identity Committee, St. Matthew’s Cathedral School		                            2023-Present

Home And School Association, St. Matthew’s Cathedral School		                            2021-Present

Lector, St. Matthew’s Cathedral								  2010-Present

Presentation on the Song of Songs for Adult Faith Formation				      April 2022

Campus Ministry, Holy Cross College Mission Team					      2010-2011
Weekly group leader and speaker
	
RCIA Instructor, University of Notre Dame Campus Ministry		                                        2008-2009

Graduate Assistant Coach, Women’s Varsity Swimming, University of Notre Dame	      2005-2006

President, Catholics at Duke Divinity School, Duke University		                                2004-2005	
Women’s Varsity Swimming, University of Notre Dame			                                1999-2003
	



