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	EDUCATION

	
	

	Aug 2022
—Present 


May 2022
	University of Notre Dame, Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, South Bend, IN
. Doctor of Philosophy, Peace Studies and Theology; 3.81 /4.0 GPA 

Vanderbilt University, Divinity School Nashville, FL
. Master of Divinity, Chaplaincy Concentration; Certificate in Latin American Studies; 3.96 /4.0 GPA


	May 2019
	University of Florida, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Gainesville, FL
. Bachelor of Arts in Religion; 3.39 /4.0 GPA


	RESEARCH INTERESTS 

	


My research interests explore how religious actors help alleviate the traumas of displacement in Cuban immigrant communities in the United States, with a particular focus on the Afro-Cuban tradition of Santería. My objective is to move beyond merely describing the hardships of migration to encouraging people to act in a way that fosters solidarity by promoting healing in their communities, raising awareness of the systems that cause harm, and cultivating radical inclusion.
	
PUBLICATIONS 

	
Occupation Free ND, “Our Demands’ Alignment with Catholic Social Teaching,” Pax Christi USA, May 9, 2024. https://paxchristiusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CST-and-divestment.docx.pdf

Joryán Hernández, “I’m a Notre Dame Peace Studies Student. I Was Arrested Calling for Peace in Gaza.,” National Catholic Reporter, June 24, 2024, sec. Opinion, https://www.ncronline.org/opinion/guest-voices/im-notre-dame-peace-studies-student-i-was-arrested-calling-peace-gaza

Joryán Hernández, “Pope Francis Is the Reason I’m Catholic,” The Observer, April 28, 2025, sec. Viewpoint, https://www.ndsmcobserver.com/article/2025/04/pope-francis-is-the-reason-i-m-catholic-680eeb8e1a46d.

Robert Shine, ed., “Pax Christi USA Young Adults Reflect on Pope Francis” (Pax Christi USA, May 5, 2025), https://paxchristiusa.org/2025/05/05/pax-christi-usa-young-adults-reflect-on-pope-francis/.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

	
“cubanos embarcados: A Theological Ethnography of Cuban Diasporic Catholicism in Miami,” Ecclesiology and Ethnography North America 2023 Conference at Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton, NJ.

“What Catholics need to know about Palestine," 2024 Pax Christi USA Virtual National Conference.

“aché pa ti: Santería’s Healing of Traumas of Displacement And Fostering of Social Justice-Oriented Political Action in Cuban Immigrants,” 2024 American Academy of Religion in San Diego, CA.

“Blended Religiosity and Embodied Ethics: Rethinking Tradition through Santería and Catholicism,” 2025 Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States (ACHTUS) Colloquium in Portland, OR. 


WORK EXPERIENCE

	
Slave Societies Digital Archive, Graduate Research Assistant Nashville, TN (May 2021—May 2022)
. Preserve endangered ecclesiastical and secular documents related to Africans and African-descended peoples in slave societies.  
. Transcribe marital and baptismal documents from early 19th century Cuba.  
East Nashville Training Hub, Seminary Resident, Nashville, TN (May 2021—April 2022)
. Carry much of the day-to-day responsibilities for the church, including preaching and worship planning, service and fellowship events, and children’s ministry.  
. Lead liturgy, preach, provide pastoral care, and organize several Latine events for the Spanish-speaking congregants at Eastminster Presbyterian Church (USA).  

	Conexión Américas, Afterschool Program Youth Worker Nashville, TN (Jan. 2020—Apr. 2020)
. Tutored and assisted Latinx students with their homework  
. Taught and celebrated the rich history of the Spanish language and Latine culture with the students.
. Inspired students to learn, create, and imagine alternatives through activities such as arts and crafts, games, music, science projects, community service opportunities, field trips and more. 

	
INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE

	
Seminary Resident, East Nashville Training Hub Nashville, TN (Aug. 2020—May 2021)
. Led liturgy, preached, provided pastoral care, and organized several Latine events for the Spanish-speaking congregants at Eastminster Presbyterian Church.  



	VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

	
Kroc Doctoral Student Organization, Community Life Chair; South Bend, IN (Jul. 2023—Jul. 2024) 
. Promote the health and welfare of graduate students by fostering a supportive community involving students, faculty, and staff within the Kroc Institute.
. Providing support as required during the orientation event for new students in the Fall and the commencement ceremony for graduating students in the Spring. 
. Supplying resources and championing the emotional and physical well-being of graduate students, which encompasses offering support and focus on both individual and communal self-care practices at the Kroc Institute.
Wholeness Ministries International, Inc., Board Member and Planning Committee Member; Nashville, TN (Apr. 2022—Present)
. Attend quarterly board meetings to encourage WMI’s commitment to assisting and connecting near and far interfaith communities through partnerships.  
. Encourage WMI to invest in bringing people closer to God by facilitating growth through initiatives that will meet their holistic needs. 
. Attend biweekly planning committee meetings to support WMI Speakers and Creators with logistics, content, and executing the vision of WMI activities determined by the Board.
Anawim, Moderator; Nashville, TN (Jun. 2021—May 2022)
. Facilitate monthly meetings regarding progressive social teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.  
Latinx Seminarians, President; Vanderbilt Divinity School Nashville, TN (Sept. 2019—May 2022)
. Construct a space in which all Latine identities are valid and where we share events relevant to our theological educational development.
. Organized worship and networking events with larger Latine community and Latine-serving organizations during Hispanic Heritage Month.
Research Assistant, Setlow Lab McKnight Brain Institute Gainesville, FL (May 2017—Jan. 2018)
. Conduct animal research on rats using the Risky Decision Making Task.
. Manage a project on the differences between young and aged rats in risky decision making, which informed my theology of care as I realized the things that connect all living beings.    
Teaching Assistant, EEX 3093: Exceptional People University of Florida (Jan. 2017—Dec. 2018)
. Attend weekly 2-hour lecture block for EEX3093
. Evaluate students’ submitted assignments and provide a grade for it
. Held two hourly office hours on a weekly basis


	SERVICE RECORD


Committees 
	Member, Vanderbilt University Professor Search Committee	          2020—2021 
	Member, Living the VDS Commitments Advisory Group		          2021—2022 	
Participation/Membership; Professional Affiliation
	Participant, Young Adult Cohort, Christian Leadership Forum (FTE)         May 2021
Member, American Academy of Religion	July 2021—           Present
Participant, Doctoral Accompaniment Seminar (Dr. Cristian De La Rosa) Aug. 2021—
    Dec. 2021
Member, Hispanic Theological Initiative Scholar                                        June 2022—
          Present 	     
Participant, HTI Professional Development Conference                            June 2022 
Member, Kellogg Institute Doctoral Student Affiliate                                  Sep. 2022—
          Present  
Participant, Forum for Theological Educators (FTE)                                    Nov. 2022
Member, Society of Christian Ethics	Jan. 2023—Present
Participant, Ecclesiology and Ethnography North America Conference	Mar. 2023
Participant, HTI Professional Development Conference	June 2023
Member, Initiative on Race and Resilience Doctoral Student Affiliate	Oct. 2023—Present 
Moderator, Notre Dame Student Peace Conference, “Religious Action 	Apr. 2024
as a Path to Peace” panel
Participant, HTI Professional Development Conference	June 2024
Member, Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians	May 2024— 
of the United States (ACHTUS)	Present
En Conjunto Association	July 2024—
	Present 
Participant, Kellogg Institute Óscar Romero Working Group	Sep. 2024—Present 
Moderator, Kellogg Institute Óscar Romero Working Group	Sep. 2024
Participant, Theatre for Living Power Play workshop	March 12—March 17, 2025
Fellowships 
Cal Turner Program for Moral Leadership	Aug. 2021—          May 2022 
HTI En Conjunto Fellowship	         June 2022—
         Present 
Joseph Gaia Distinguished Fellowship in Latino Studies	Aug. 2022—Present 
Kroc Institute Mullen Family Fellowship	Aug. 2023—Aug. 2024 
Teaching and Research Assistantships
	Teaching Assistant for IIPS 30554: Human Rights and Human 	       Jan.—May 2023
Wrongs with Professor Ernesto Verdeja
	Teaching Assistant for IIPS 20101: Introduction to Peace                       Aug.—Dec. 2023
Studies with Professor Gwendolyn Purifoye
	Teaching Assistant for THEO 20674: God & Slavery in the 		        Jan.—May 2024
Americas with Professor David Lantigua
Research Assistant for Norbert Koppensteiner	Aug.—Dec. 2024

	GRANTS

	Ministry Exploration and Mentoring Project by the Forum for Theological Exploration
. Amount: $1,000
. Project Main Objectives: exploring outreach in Latine ministry and implementing what I learn into a partnership between two local Latine-serving churches. Exploration of ministry that is more outward focused, one that leaves the church walls and the immediate church community and strives to reach the community it seeks to help.

Graduate School Professional Development Award by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $1,000
. Project Main Objectives: Conduct ethnographic research at five sites in Miami, Florida that have a record of putting the idea of human development into practice by assisting newly arrived Cuban immigrants. My qualitative research methods included participant observation during the celebration of mass at all sites, interviewing clergy and lay persons, and receiving tours of the locations.

Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies Conference Travel Funding by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $1,000
. Justification: Funding for travel, lodging, and meals to participate at the annual meeting of the American Academy of Religion in Denver, CO. 

Theology Department Travel Funding by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $300
. Justification: Funding for travel, lodging, and meals to present a paper, “cubanos embarcados: A Theological Ethnography of Cuban Diasporic Catholicism in Miami,” at the Ecclesiology and Ethnography North America 2023 Conference at Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton, NJ. 

Graduate School Professional Development Award by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $1,000
. Justification: Funding for travel, lodging, and meals to present a paper, “cubanos embarcados: A Theological Ethnography of Cuban Diasporic Catholicism in Miami,” at the Ecclesiology and Ethnography North America 2023 Conference at Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton, NJ.

Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies Summer Research Funding by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $2,000
. Justification: Travel and lodging to conduct ethnographic research at sites that have a record of assisting Cuban immigrants in Tours and Paris, France, July-August 2023. 

Graduate School Professional Development Award by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $500
. Justification: Travel and lodging to conduct ethnographic research at sites that have a record of assisting Cuban immigrants in Tours and Paris, France, July-August 2023.

Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts Graduate Student Research Award by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $1,219
. Justification: Funding for travel, lodging, and meals to conduct ethnographic research for a project entitled “cubanos embarcados: A Theological Ethnography of Cuban Diasporic Catholicism in France” in Tours and Paris, France, July-August 2023.

Nanovic Institute for European Studies Advanced Language Training Grant by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $2,000
. Justification: Support costs associated with my attendance at the Intensive French Course Program at the Institut de Touraine in Tours, France, July-August 2023. 

Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies Summer Research Funding by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $2,500
. Justification: Two research trips to Miami, FL for ethnographic work among Cuban religious communities focused on centering marginalized voices, May 10-16, 2024 and July 20-27, 2024. 

Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts American Dream Grant by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $1,181
. Funding for travel, lodging, and meals to conduct ethnographic research for a project entitled "Theological Dynamics of the Cuban Diaspora in Miami through Ethnographic Inquiry," focused on exploring religious resources for social justice and healing traumas of displacement in Miami, FL, May-July 2024.

Theology Department Travel Funding by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $300
. Justification: Funding for travel, lodging, and meals to present a paper, “Santería and Catholicism: Tradition-based Rationality Challenged by a Blended Religiosity” at the 2025 Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States Colloquium in Portland, Oregon. 

Graduate School Professional Development Award by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $1457
. Justification: Funding for travel, lodging, and meals to present a paper, “Santería and Catholicism: Tradition-based Rationality Challenged by a Blended Religiosity” at the 2025 Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States Colloquium in Portland, Oregon.

Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies Summer Research Funding by the University of Notre Dame
. Amount: $2,500
. Justification: Two research trips to Miami, FL for ethnographic work among Cuban religious communities focused on theological/ethical reflections on syncretism and justice, August 2-8, 2025 and August 23-30, 2025. 

INVITED TALKS AND LECTURES	
2023                           “Peace Research Education Seminar,” Respondent to Erica R. Dávila’s 
                                    working paper, University of Notre Dame Kroc Institute for International 
                                    Peace Studies (April 28)
2025                           Guest Lecture for Spencer French’s “Poetry and Peace” course,
                                   University of Notre Dame Department of English (March 26)

	SKILLS/INTERESTS 

	Language:
	. Primary fluency in English and Spanish
. Professional working proficiency in French 
. Professional working proficiency in Latin


	Computer:



Methods:













Teaching Workshops:




Professional Development Workshops:
	. Certified in Adobe Premiere Pro CS6 Video Editing Software

. Versed in ethnographic research methods after taking Dr. Todd Whitmore’s doctoral seminar, “Fieldwork for Theologians: Methods, Genres and Meanings,” and conducting fieldwork for the last three years.

. Through the Theatre for Living workshop and several conscious dance workshops, have gained hands‑on experience in arts‑driven peace education and participatory methodology aimed at exploring themes of conflict and peacebuilding to spark dialogue on transformation and reconciliation. 

. Critical Pedagogies for Equitable and Inclusive Teaching, Kaneb Center for Teaching Excellence


. PhD Studies in Light of the Academic Job Market, Department of Theology
. Publishing an Academic Article, Department of Theology

	HONORS AND AWARDS 



	Honors





Awards


Scholarships Recipient 
	. Master of Divinity degree project, “Jesús Desplazado (Displaced Jesus): Providing Pastoral Care to Alleviate the Trauma of Displacement in Latinx Immigrant Communities”

.Inaugural Sr. Dianna Ortiz, OSU Peacemaker Award, Pax Christi USA

. J.D. Owen Prize for accomplishments in New Testament
. ESTARL (Eastern Star Training Awards for Religious Leadership) Scholarship 


  						        . Dean’s List at the University of Florida
