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Living in the Light of the Word: 

Enlivening the Scriptural Imagination for Preaching 

June 20-22, 2022 

Conference description:  At this conference, we will take a deep look at how the Holy 
Scriptures shape and inspire our preaching.  How do we turn from love of the Word of 
God to the kind of preaching which the Christian community needs for its very life?  
What are the imaginative leaps which preaching demands as we turn from ancient texts to 
contemporary listeners? 

Day One – Monday June 20 

7:30 p.m. Session 1: Welcome and Keynote 1 – Tom Long 

“Explaining, Exclaiming, and Proclaiming: Reclaiming the Parabolic Imagination for 
Preaching” 

It has long been recognized that Jesus’ favorite way to preach and to teach was in 
parables. Mark perhaps exaggerates somewhat, but his point is well-taken when he says. 
“He did not speak to [the people] except in parables.” It has also been long recognized 
that the parables engage hearers with rare power. Jesus’ parables taught and delighted 
some of his hearers, but they also shocked, confused, and enraged others, often dividing 
the house.  Clarence Jordan, a farmer, New Testament scholar, and one of the founders 
of Habitat for Humanity, once quipped that “when Jesus told a parable, he lit a stick of 
dynamite and covered it with a story.” But as powerful as Jesus’ parables are, sadly our 
sermons on them can easily miss the power of the parabolic imagination. We who preach 
somehow manage to domesticate “a genre that,” in the words of Amy Jill Levine, “is 
designed to surprise, challenge, shake up, or indict….” This lecture will approach Jesus’ 
parables in humility, aware that we are swimming in the deep end of the gospel pool. We 
will seek to discover how sermons today can convey some of the power and imagination 
of Jesus own parabolic preaching. 

Thomas G. Long is the Bandy Professor of Preaching Emeritus at Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University. A Presbyterian minister, Dr. Long has served churches in 
Georgia and New Jersey. He has taught preaching for over forty years -- at Erskine 
Theological Seminary, Columbia Theological Seminary, Princeton Theological 
Seminary, and, from 2000-2015, at Candler. Dr. Long has served as the president of the 
Academy of Homiletics and as senior homiletics editor of the New Interpreter’s Bible. He 
has been editor of Theology Today, is currently an associate editor of Journal for 
Preachers, and serves as an editor-at-large at The Christian Century. He is the author of 
textbooks on preaching and worship, collections of sermons, and biblical commentaries 
on Matthew, Hebrews, and the Pastoral Epistles. In 2011, he was awarded the Emory 
Williams prize for excellence in teaching by Emory University, and in 2015 he received 
Emory’s “Scholar/Teacher Award,” the top faculty scholarship award of the university. 
He delivered the 2006 Lyman Beecher Lectures in Preaching at Yale Divinity School, 
and these have been published as Preaching from Memory to Hope. His most recent 
books are Accompany Them with Singing: The Christian Funeral, What Shall We Say? 
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Evil, Suffering, and the Crisis of Faith, The Good Funeral: Death, Grief, and the 
Community of Care (with Thomas Lynch), and 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus. 

Day Two – Tuesday June 21 

9:00 a.m. Session 2: Keynote 2 – Rita Ferrone 

“Receiving the Sunday of the Word of God” 

When Pope Francis announced the addition of a new “Sunday of the Word of God” to 
the liturgical calendar, the news landed with a dull thud. Yet this celebration may well be 
growing in sacred significance, as we come to better appreciate Francis’s overarching 
aim of deepening our reception of Vatican II. The rich Latin American context that 
informs Francis’s vision has much to teach the world about the power of grassroots 
engagement with the Word of God. How are we helping the faithful to engage with God’s 
Word in our own contexts? Who are our partners in this undertaking? What fruits can be 
expected as we continue to walk together on this joyful journey?   

Rita Ferrone is an award-winning writer and frequent speaker on issues of liturgy and 
church renewal in the Roman Catholic tradition. She is a recognized leader in the area of 
adult Christian Initiation and has played a vital role in liturgical renewal across the U.S. 
through her writing, teaching, consulting, and leadership training seminars. She is 
currently a contributing writer and columnist for Commonweal magazine.  

In addition to Commonweal, numerous Catholic publications (America, La Croix 
International, Ligourian, Sapientia) and ministry journals (Rite, Pastoral Liturgy, 
Catechumenate, Pastoral Music, GIA Quarterly) have sought out her work. Her 
scholarship has appeared in respected journals here (Worship, Horizons, Studia 
Liturgica), and abroad (La Maison Dieu, Gregoriusblad, Gottesdienst). Her articles and 
essays have been translated into eight languages. 

Rita is also the author of several books, including an acclaimed commentary on the 
liturgy constitution of the Second Vatican Council, Liturgy: Sacrosanctum Concilium 
(Paulist Press). She co-authored the eighteen-volume series, Foundations in Faith (RCL-
Benziger), and the parish renewal program Living the Eucharist (Paulist Evangelization 
Ministries). She was the founding editor of The Yale ISM Review, a publication of the 
Yale Institute of Sacred Music, and served on the faculty of The Congregations Project, 
an ecumenical initiative in worship and the arts. 

Rita holds an MDiv from Yale Divinity School, where she received their Alumni 
Achievement Award for Distinction in Congregational Ministry in 2007. Her bachelor’s 
degree, in Communications, is from Fordham University. She lives in Mount Vernon, 
NY. 

10:30 a.m. Session 3: Workshop Session 1 

1. Ann Garrido

“Ignatian Approaches to Preaching Preparation” 
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The practice of Ignatian contemplation offers preachers a unique but time-tested way 
of not only praying with texts but preparing to preach on them.  Ann Garrido will 
share how walking through the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius opened up new, 
creative possibilities for her own preaching and lead participants in the art of 
imagining a text “from the inside out.” 

Ann Garrido is Associate Professor of Homiletics at Aquinas Institute of Theology in 
St. Louis, MO and a regular preacher for the Dominican website Word.op.org.   She 
is the author of several books on preaching including Let’s Talk about Truth (Ave 
Maria Press, 2020) and Preaching with Children (LTP, 2022).  She has spoken in 
over 250 dioceses and ministry settings, appearing in such diverse venues as EWTN 
and Catholic Women Preach.  For more information on Ann, see anngarrido.com. 

2. David Garcia 
 

“Pandemic Preaching: The Pulpit in a Year Like No Other” 
 

These years of the COVID pandemic have been a time like no other in modern 
history. What have we learned? How will we handle the next crisis? The role of a 
preacher is critical at such a time.  How does a preacher approach this challenge? 
The only thing for certain is that there will be another crisis. 

 
Preachers were charged with giving context and making some sense of what was 
happening in the life of the community. At the same time there was a desperate need 
for hope that the community would make it through this time together. People were 
seeking spiritual support. Questions such as “Where is God in all this?” and “Is God 
punishing us for our sins?” were common. 

 
This workshop will explore approaches to preaching in a collective crisis when 
emotions run high while fear and uncertainty abound. In such an environment how 
can homilies weave real human experiences with scripture, Catholic spirituality and 
social teaching, as well as the culture and customs of the people, while pointing to a 
path forward?  

 
Fr. David Garcia, a retired priest of the Archdiocese of San Antonio,  has been 
preaching for over 46 years. A fellow at both Notre Dame and Harvard, he served in 
four parishes, seminary formation, and diocesan administration. He was a Senior 
Advisor at Catholic Relief Services and rector of San Fernando Cathedral. He helped 
lead restorations of the cathedral as well as the four Spanish colonial missions of San 
Antonio and the effort to inscribe them as a World Heritage Site. His book, Pandemic 
Preaching: The Pulpit in a Year Like No Other was published by Wipf & Stock in the 
fall of 2021. 

 
3. Hugh Page 

“The Bible as Medium for Healing: Preachers as 21st Century Scriptural 
Apothecaries” 

Given the ongoing social challenges facing churches today, interpretive strategies for 
Bible reading and preaching are assuming greater importance. The goal of this 
workshop is to present an experimental model for hermeneutics and homiletics, 

http://word.op.org/
http://anngarrido.com/
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derived from the Africana world. It involves envisioning the preacher as Scriptural 
Apothecary engaged in the work of mining, deconstructing, and reconstructing texts 
in ways that heal and transform; mitigate harm; and challenge structures of power 
inimical to human thriving. 

(The Rev. Canon) Hugh R. Page, Jr. is Professor of Theology and Africana Studies; 
and Vice President and Associate Provost for Institutional Transformation and 
Leadership Development at the University of Notre Dame. He holds a PhD in Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilizations from Harvard University.  His research interests 
include early Hebrew poetry; Africana biblical interpretation; the role of mysticism 
and esotericism in Anglican and Africana spiritualities; and the Blues aesthetic as 
theological and interpretive paradigm. He is author of Israel’s Poetry of Resistance: 
Africana Perspectives on Early Hebrew Verse (Fortress, 2013); general editor of The 
Africana Bible: Reading Israel’s Scriptures from Africa and the African Diaspora 
(Augsburg Fortress, 2010); and one of the co-editors for both the Fortress 
Commentary on the Old Testament and Apocrypha (Fortress, 2014) and Esotericism 
in African American Religious Experience: “There is a Mystery” … (Brill, 2015). 

 

1:30 p.m. Session 4: Workshop Session 2  

1. M. Catherine Hilkert OP & Jude Siciliano OP 

“Preaching the Psalms” 

If you were to ask a regular churchgoer, or even some preachers, “How many 
scripture readings are there in a Sunday celebration?” most likely the answer would 
be “Three.”  “And for a weekday Mass?”  “Two.”  Often the psalms are overlooked. 
Yet the psalms provide not only a celebration of God’s creative and saving acts in the 
past and promise for the future, but also insight into the anguish as well as the joy 
that is part of every human life. 

The poetic prayers of the Psalms have served as sources of consolation and hope, as 
well as honest expressions of lament and exile, for both Jews and Christians 
throughout history. After more than two years of pandemic affliction, when so much 
has changed in every aspect of our lives, the Psalms give thanks and praise to the 
God who has led us through loss, confusion and pain. They also help us word our 
grief and disappointment at times when God seems absent. 
 
This workshop will begin with an overview of the spirituality and theology of the 
Psalms. Then we will focus on the psalm designated for the following Sunday’s 
liturgy and explore its possibilities for preaching. Those who preach retreats, or are 
spiritual directors, will also benefit from this workshop. 
 
Mary Catherine Hilkert, O.P., a member of the Dominican Sisters of Peace, is 
Professor of  Theology at the University of Notre Dame. A past president of the 
Catholic Theological Society of America, she has preached, lectured and given 
workshops in Catholic and ecumenical contexts in the United States, Canada, Ireland, 
Australia, and South Africa. Sr. Catherine is the author of Naming Grace: Preaching 
and the Sacramental Imagination, Speaking with Authority: Catherine of Siena and 
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the Voices of Women Today, and co-editor with Robert J. Schreiter of The Praxis of 
the Reign of God: An Introduction to the Theology of Edward Schillebeeckx. 
Currently she is working on a book titled Words of Spirit and Life: Theology, 
Preaching and Spirituality. 
 
Jude Siciliano, OP, lives in a Dominican community in Irving, Texas and is Promoter 
of Preaching for the Southern Dominican Province, USA.  He has been a preacher 
since his ordination in 1969.  For fourteen years he taught Homiletics at the Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley, Ca. and is past president of the Catholic Association 
of Teachers of Homiletics.  He was a volunteer chaplain at San Quentin Prison and a 
member of North Carolina’s “People of Faith Against the Death Penalty.” He 
preaches parish retreats, as well as retreats for priests, religious, deacons and laity.  
He also travels throughout the country giving preaching workshops to ordained and 
lay preachers and writes weekly email reflections on the Sunday scriptures for 
preachers and laity interested in preparing for Sunday worship.  
https://preacherexchange.com/latest.htm 

 
2. Ken Schmidt 

 
“Preaching and Trauma” 

 
Congregations are filled with people who have suffered trauma, and are showing the 
effects of it whether they realize it or now.  Their experience is a filter to how they 
hear a  preacher and how they respond to the Word proclaimed.  Understanding the 
impact of trauma will help preachers offer insight and healing to their listeners. 

 
Rev. Kenneth Schmidt is the Advocate for Priestly Ministry and Support in the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo.  He earned a master's degree in Counseling Psychology, and 
is a Licensed Professional Counselor.  He is a cofounder of the Trauma Recovery 
Program, and cofounder and Clinical Director of Trauma Recovery Associates.  TRA 
educates and fosters the development of organizational leaders, human service 
providers, and trauma survivors themselves to respond more effectively to the impact 
of childhood trauma.  TRA also provides a free online program as people deal with 
the stress of the pandemic.  He has published a book about trauma and spirituality, 
and another that paraphrases the Psalms as prayers for people in addiction and 
recovery. 

 
3. Karla Bellinger 

 
“Keepin’ It Fresh: How to Creatively (and Faithfully) Connect Scripture and 
Ordinary Life” 

 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is abundantly new all the time. Yet we may get 
the soggy sense that our preaching is the “same-old-same-old” every Sunday. Our 
God is also timeless and unchanging. How can we be true to the text and the kerygma 
while also keeping our preaching garden-fresh? The harvest is ripe: how can we 
grow our homiletic creativity so that we help our people experience the living God in 
a vibrant and life-giving way?   

https://preacherexchange.com/latest.htm
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Karla J. Bellinger is the executive director of the Institute for Homiletics in Dallas, 
TX. She is the former Associate Director of the Marten Program at Notre Dame. Her 
particular focus is on connecting with listeners, with a particular interest in how we 
can reach young people. She has been a parish pastoral associate, youth minister, high 
school theology teacher, hospital chaplain, and is a master gardener. Closest to her 
heart, she and her husband Daniel are the parents of five children and seven 
grandchildren. If you really want to get her talking, ask her about soil… 

 

3:00 p.m. Session 5: Keynote 3 – Gary Anderson 

“Preaching from the Whole Bible” 

Contemporary preaching has often relegated the Old Testament to a stand-by role. It is 
infrequently invoked and rarely, in my own experience, the principle subject matter of the 
homily itself. No doubt part of the explanation for this is an appropriate sensitivity to the 
role these texts play in the synagogue and an aversion to appearing as a 
supersessionist.  But a serious engagement with the Old Testament need not come at the 
expense of Judaism. We will explore some ways of recovering the theological richness of 
the Old Testament for Christian preaching. 

Dr. Gary Anderson is Hesburgh Professor of Catholic Thought in the Department of 
Theology at the University of Notre Dame.  He holds a Ph.D. from Harvard University 
and is interested in all dimensions of biblical studies.  His specialization is in the Hebrew 
Bible/Old Testament, but because of his interest in the history of interpretation, he also 
works in Second Temple Judaism and early Christian sources.  His publications include: 
Sin: A History (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2009); Charity: The Place of the 
Poor in the Biblical Tradition (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2013); Christian 
Doctrine and the Old Testament: Theology in the Service of Biblical Exegesis (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2017); Creatio ex Nihilo: Origins and Contemporary 
Significance, edited with Markus Bockmuehl (University of Notre Dame Press, 2017). 

 

 

Day Three – Wednesday June 22 

9:00 a.m. Session 6: Keynote 4 – Don Senior 

“Preaching the Incarnate Word” 

The foundational doctrine of the Incarnation finds its origin not simply in the conception 
of Jesus as both divine and human but is the ground-melody of the entire Bible.  The act 
of creation itself is an expression of God’s desire to be immersed in our world.   
Traditional Catholic teaching has also applied the analogy of the Incarnation to the 
fundamental nature of the biblical text and its interpretation.  How can awareness of this 
“incarnational” reality have an impact on the art of preaching in today’s world? 

Rev. Donald Senior, C.P., is President Emeritus and Chancellor of Catholic Theological 
Union in Chicago (CTU), where he is also a member of the faculty as Professor of New 
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Testament.  Born in Philadelphia, he is a member of the Passionist Congregation and was 
ordained a priest in 1967.  He received his doctorate in New Testament studies from the 
University of Louvain in Belgium in 1972, with advanced studies at Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati and Harvard University. He served as president of CTU for 23 
years.  He is a frequent lecturer and speaker throughout the United States and abroad, 
serves on numerous boards and commissions; and is actively involved in the 
interreligious dialogue, particularly with the Jewish and Muslim communities.  Fr. Senior 
has published extensively on biblical topics, with numerous books and articles for both 
scholarly and popular audiences. He led numerous study tours of the Middle East.  He 
was the recipient of the National Catholic Library Association’s 1994 Jerome Award for 
Outstanding Scholarship and the 1996 National Catholic Education Association’s Bishop 
Loras Lane Award for outstanding service to Catholic education.  In 2013 he received the 
O’Connell-Douglas Award for his contribution to interreligious and ecumenical harmony, 
and the Gutenberg Award for biblical scholarship. In 2014 he was granted by the 
Governor of Illinois, the Order of Lincoln Award, the State’s highest honor for public 
service. He is past President of the Catholic Biblical Association of America (1997-
1998), of the Association of Theological Schools of the United States and Canada (2007-
2009) and of the Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago (2012-14).  
Beginning in 2001, he has served the last three Popes as the American representative on 
the Pontifical Biblical Commission. 

 

10:30 a.m. Session 7: Workshop Session 3 

1. J. Michael Joncas 
 

“Music and Preaching” 
 

Dabar and Logos.  Scripture in song: preaching psalms and canticles appointed in 
the liturgy.  Ephrem the Syrian and the sung homily.  Exploring the Hymn of the Day.  
Musical models for structuring liturgical preaching. 

 
Ordained in 1980 as a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis, MN, Fr. 
(Jan) Michael Joncas holds degrees in English from the (then) College of St. Thomas 
in St. Paul, MN, and in liturgical studies from the University of Notre Dame, Notre 
Dame, IN and the Pontificio Istituto Liturgico of the Ateneo S. Anselmo in Rome.  
He has served as a parochial vicar, a campus minister, and a parochial administrator 
(pastor).  He is the author of six books and more than two hundred fifty articles and 
reviews in journals such as Worship, Ecclesia Orans, and Questions Liturgiques.  He 
has composed and arranged more than 300 pieces of liturgical music. He has recently 
retired as a faculty member in the Theology and Catholic Studies departments and as 
Artist in Residence and Research Fellow in Catholic Studies at the University of St. 
Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

 
2. Layla Karst, Sara Fairbanks OP, Oscar Castellanos 

 
“I Have Seen the Lord: The Challenge and Promise of Lay Liturgical Preaching” 

 
“Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and 
she told them that he had said these things to her” (John 20:18). Lay people have 
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been proclaiming the Good News of the resurrection since Christ rose from the dead. 
This session will explore the promise and challenge of lay liturgical preaching by 
prompting new questions this practice raises for the life of the church: What is lay 
preaching and what is its place in the liturgical life of the church? How are lay 
preachers called to this ministry and how do they prepare for it? Who authorizes lay 
preachers and what authority does their preaching carry?  What need does the 
church have for lay preaching and what gifts do lay preachers offer to the church? 
How can lay preaching complement the preaching of deacons and priests? 
 
Layla Karst is an assistant professor in the Department of Theological Studies at 
Loyola Marymount University where she teaches and writes at the intersection of 
liturgy and ecclesiology.  She is working on a book manuscript on the theology of 
Christian pilgrimage and the pilgrim church. Her current research also explores the 
ways that racism, sexism, and sexual abuse have impacted our liturgical celebrations 
and the function of lament in addressing these liturgical challenges. Her publications 
include articles in the journals Liturgy and Practical Matters and she is a regular 
contributor to PrayTell’s 60-second sermon series. She holds a PhD from Emory 
University and an MDiv from the University of Notre Dame. 
 
Sister Sara Fairbanks, O.P., Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of Homiletics and 
Systematic Theology at Aquinas Institute of Theology in Saint Louis, Missouri. 
Before ministering at Aquinas Institute, Sister Sara served as an Associate Professor 
of Systematic Theology at Barry University in Miami for twenty years.  An Adrian 
Dominican Sister, she holds a Master of Theology from Aquinas Institute of 
Theology in St. Louis and a Doctorate in Theology at the University of St. Michael’s 
College, the Toronto School of Theology at Toronto University in Toronto, Canada. 
Her areas of expertise are theology of lay ecclesial ministry, theology of preaching, 
practical theology and Christian Anthropology. Sister Sara has published extensively 
on lay ecclesial ministry and lay preaching in numerous scholarly journals, such as, 
Worship, The Way, Listening: Journal of Religion and Culture, and Liturgical 
Ministry.  She published a lecture series recording Fully Human: Understanding 
Christian Anthropology:12 Lectures on DVD and CD (Now You Know Media, 
2017). She is a contributing author to the series Feasting on the Gospels—Luke 
Volume 1: A Feasting on the Word Commentary (Westminster John Knox Press, 
2014), as well as the book Theology: Faith, Beliefs, Traditions (Kendall Hunt, 2010). 
Sister Sara’s latest publication, “Love and Intimacy as a Religious Sister.” In Sex and 
the Spiritual Life: Reclaiming Integrity, Wholeness, and Intimacy. Edited by Patricia 
Cooney Hathaway (Ave Maria Press), 2020. 
 
Oscar Castellanos is the director of the Parish Renewal Initiative at Marian University 
in Indianapolis, IN. He previously served as the director of Intercultural ministry at 
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. Oscar learned the value of dedication from his 
parents at an early age growing up in Las Vegas, NV, as the oldest of three children 
in an immigrant family from Guadalajara, Mexico. Oscar earned a B.A. and M.A 
from Mt. Angel Seminary in Oregon with a passion for theology and ministry. He 
studied theology at St. John’s Seminary and the University of Notre Dame. He has 
received numerous certifications as a professional lay minister. He is also working on 
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a doctoral degree in education with a concentration in organizational leadership from 
Marian University. Oscar belonged to the religious community of the Missionaries of 
the Holy Spirit, where he experienced opportunities to preach as a layperson; many of 
those experiences were in the context of Hispanic/Latino ministries. 

 
3. Bob Krieg 

“The Cross: Five Homiletic Approaches” 

This seminar sheds light on the homiletic implications of five distinct portraits of the 
crucified Christ, specifically the views of Irenaeus, Augustine, Anselm, Abelard, and 
John Calvin. It draws as well on Scripture, contemporary literature, and classic 
works of art. 

Robert A. Krieg is currently completing a book with Brandon R. Peterson on the 
answers in the Bible and the Christian tradition to the question, “How is Jesus Christ 
the bearer of our salvation?”  In recent years, he has led seminars on Jesus Christ with 
the Trappists at Mepkin Abbey.  He also focused on the Paschal Mystery when 
teaching at King's College (1975-77) and the University of Notre Dame (1977-2016). 
His books include Story-Shaped Christology (1988), Romano Guardini: A Precursor 
of Vatican II (1997), Catholic Theologians in Nazi Germany (2004), and Treasure in 
the Field: Salvation in the Bible and in Our Lives (2013). 

 

1:30 p.m. Session 8: Workshop Session 4 

1. M. Catherine Hilkert OP, Elizabeth Donnelly, Jude Siciliano OP, Flora Tang 
 
“Go and Preach to All Nations: Online Preaching and Virtual Communities of Faith” 

How can the creativity evident in expanding forms of online preaching and worship 
enrich  our collective scriptural, ecclesial, and pastoral imaginations?  What new 
opportunities does online preaching offer? What can we learn about how the Spirit of 
God forms communities of faith gathered around the Word of God as we reflect on 
the experience of those who gathered virtually during the Covid-lockdown? What 
might those insights contribute to the ongoing formation of those communities when 
they can return to in-person worship? Who turns to online biblical, spiritual, and 
homiletic resources for inspiration and why? This session is designed to provide an 
opportunity for sharing of online resources as well as for reflection on the 
opportunities and challenges presented by online preaching, faith-sharing, prayer, 
and worship. 

(For biographical sketches of Sr. Cathy and Fr. Jude, see the “Preaching the Psalms” 
workshop above, 1:30 p.m. Tuesday.) 

Elizabeth (Betty Anne) Donnelly is the Co-Founder of and Preacher Coordinator for 
the website Catholic Women Preach.  Since its launch in Advent 2016, over 300 
gifted Catholic women from around the world have offered short homilies on the 
designated readings for Sundays, holy days of obligation and other feast days.  The 
website has made a rich body of nourishing and challenging preaching and 
information about the women’s diverse ministries freely accessible to all.  As a 
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trustee of the Mary J. Donnelly Foundation, Betty Anne has, since 2007, been part of 
a group of women representing Catholic family foundations who have dialogued with 
top Vatican officials on the role of women in the Church.  After graduating 
Georgetown University (SFS ’78), she served on the staffs of Bread for the World 
and the Presidential Commission on World Hunger and as a Maryknoll Lay Missioner 
in Lima, Peru.  She studied Christian social ethics at Harvard Divinity School (MTS 
’85), and did doctoral work in international political economy and ethics in Harvard’s 
Department of Government, writing and speaking extensively on the Catholic 
Church’s contribution to the movement for debt relief for heavily indebted low-
income countries.  She has served on several boards, including those of Bread for the 
World, FADICA, the Gregorian University Foundation, the Ignatian Solidarity 
Network, Jesuit Volunteers International, the Maryknoll Lay Missioners, and Orbis 
Books.  She and her husband Dr. Phil Pulaski are the very proud parents of three 
daughters. 

Flora X. Tang is a doctoral student in theology and peace studies at the University of 
Notre Dame, where she writes and researches about post-traumatic sacramental 
theology and the intersection of theology and structural violence. Flora’s public 
writings appear in the National Catholic Reporter and America. 

2.  Steve Bosso 

“Sacred Scripture, Homiletics, and Creative Imagination” 

This breakout session will look at three examples from the Scriptures to examine the 
creativity imagination of the Sacred writers that produced such texts as:  Genesis 
3:1-11 – The Lord’s looking for the man and the woman in the garden after the eating 
of the fruit; Proverbs 9 – the comparison of Lady Wisdom with Lady Folly; and Luke 
15:11-32 – the parable of the Prodigal Son.  Of special interest will be the creative 
details of the texts.  Next, the question of creative imagination specifically for 
homiletical purposes will be presented.  How does one develop creative imagination 
in preaching?  The expectation of the presenter is that of active participation by those 
attending. 

 
Msgr. Stephen C. Bosso, S.S.L., D. Min. was born in Pensacola, Florida.  He received 
a Bachelor of Science in Philosophy and Master of Divinity degree from the 
Pontifical College Josephinum, Worthington, Ohio, and was ordained a priest for the 
diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee, FL in 1978.  He was the Catholic  Campus 
Minister at the Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More, Tallahassee, for Florida State 
University.  He attended the Pontifical Biblical University, Rome, Italy and the 
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel receiving a Licentiate of Sacred Scripture in 
1985.  Has served at St. Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary since 1985 teaching 
Sacred Scripture, Classical Hebrew and Greek, and Homiletics with exception of 
serving as pastor of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, Milton, Florida from 2011-
2013.  Msgr. Bosso has served in various capacities at St. Vincent de Paul, including 
as Rector/President from 2000-2005.  He received a Doctorate in Preaching from the 
Aquinas Institute in 2018.  He has ministered in numerous Catholic parishes in South 
Florida.  He served for six years on the Board of Commissioners for the Association 
of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada.  More recently, he received 
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Marten Fellowship from the University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN for fall 
semester, 2021.   

 

3.  Ben Roberts 

“Preaching as the Bridegroom: A Model for Pastors” 

Preaching is a relational act; we preach in the context of a relationship. In this 
workshop Fr. Roberts presents a nuptial vision for preaching. The pastor and the 
parish living in a spousal relationship impacts preaching. Taking insights from the 
theology of marriage and the theology of priesthood, preaching becomes an act of 
love that is unifying, fruitful, and community building. The workshop will present the 
seven characteristics of the nuptial vision of preaching, explore the impact of this 
vision on the assembly, the preacher, and the homily. It will offer a method of homily 
preparation that allows the pastor to engage his community on a deeper level. 

 
Fr. Benjamin Roberts is a priest of the Diocese of Charlotte, pastor of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic Church in Monroe, NC, and adjunct professor at Saint Joseph 
College of Maine and St. Bernard's School of Theology and Ministry. He holds a 
DMin in Preaching from Aquinas Institute of Theology and is the author of The Voice 
of the Bridegroom: Preaching as an Expression of Spousal Love (Wipf & Stock, 
2021).  

 

3:00 p.m. Session 9: Closing Panel: Mike Connors CSC, +Greg Kelly, Susan McGurgan, 
Mike Kueber 

 


