
Cusanus Today:
Prospects for Philosophy,  
Theology, and Mysticism

Sept. 19–21, 2019
University of Notre Dame

“For those who hunt  
for wisdom, I lead them 
into fields rich with  
the bounty they seek.”
 	 —	Nicholas of Cusa 
		  (On the Hunt for Wisdom)



Thursday, September 19
6 :30–7 p.m.	 Welcome		  Oak Room

	 Sarah Mustillo, I.A. O’Shaughnessy Dean of the College of Arts and Letters 
	  (University of Notre Dame)			 
	 C.J. Jones, Director of Graduate Studies, Medieval Institute 
	 (University of Notre Dame)

7–8:30 p.m.	 Plenary Lecture I	 Oak Room

	 “Cusanus Between Platonism and Deconstruction” 
	 Stephen Gersh (University of Notre Dame)
	 Chair: Nancy van Deusen (Claremont Graduate University)

8:30 p.m.	 Opening Reception	 Hospitality Room

Friday, September 20
8–8:30 a.m.	 Coffee Service	 Oak Room

8:30–10 a.m.	 Plenary Lecture II	 Oak Room

	 “Cusanus on Natural Desire’s Infinite End” 
	 David Bentley Hart (Independent Scholar)
	 Chair: John Betz (University of Notre Dame)

10:15 a.m.–12 p.m.	 Panel I: Cusanus and Modern German Thought Before 1968	 Oak Room 	

	 “Cusanus, Przywara, and Analogical Metaphysics“ 
	 John Betz (University of Notre Dame)
	 “Karl Jaspers on Cusanus” 
	 Tamara Albertini (University of Hawai’i at Manoa)
	 “Theoria in Cusanus and Gadamer“  
	 Michael Moore (University of Iowa)
	 Chair: David Albertson (University of Southern California)

12–1:30 p.m.	 Buffet Lunch		 Hospitality Room

1:30–3 p.m.	 Plenary Lecture III	 Oak Room

	 “Image or Icon: Phenomenologies of Nicholas of Cusa” 
	 Emmanuel Falque (Institut Catholique de Paris)
	 Chair: Cyril O’Regan (University of Notre Dame)

3–3:30 p.m.	 Coffee Break		 Oak Room

3:30–5:45 p.m.	 Panel II: Cusanus and Modern French Thought	 Oak Room

	 “Analogia entis and analogia mentis in French Receptions of Cusan Philosophy” 
	 Garth Green (McGill University)
	 “Jacques Lacan and Learned Ignorance” 
	 Jean-Marie Nicolle (University of Rouen)

	 “The Spread of Cusan Philosophy from Maurice de Gandillac to Gilles Deleuze” 
	 Alexia Schmitt (Universidad del Salvador, Buenos Aires)
	 “The Wild Science: Michel de Certeau and Cusan Topology” 
	 David Albertson (University of Southern California)
	 Chair: Denis Robichaud (Notre Dame)

Saturday, September 21
9–10 a.m.	 Coffee Service	 Oak Room	

10 a.m.–12 p.m.	 Panel III: Cusanus and Modern German Thought After 1968	 Oak Room

	 “Blumenberg’s Reading of Cusanus: The Threshold to Modernity and the Liminal Space 
	 Between the ‘No Longer’ and the ‘Not Yet’” 
	 Elizabeth Brient (University of Georgia)
	 “Beierwaltes on Cusanus and German Idealism” 
	 Valentina Zaffino (Pontifical Lateran University, Rome)
	 “The Infinite Sphere Metaphor in Cusanus and its Future in Sloterdijk’s Philosophy” 
	 José González Ríos (University of Buenos Aires)
	 Chair: Duncan Stroik (University of Notre Dame)

12–1:30 p.m.	 Buffet Lunch		 Hospitality Room

1:30–3 p.m.	 Plenary Lecture IV	 Oak Room

	 “The Actuality of the Philosophical Presuppositions of Interreligious Dialogue in Cusanus” 
	 João Maria André (University of Coimbra, Portugal)
	 Chair: Peter Casarella (University of Notre Dame)

3–3:30 p.m.	 Coffee Break		 Oak Room

3:30–5:15 p.m.	 Panel IV: New Narratives and New Dialogues	 Oak Room

	 “The Gift in Cusanus: Louis Dupré’s Humanistic Approach to the Problem of  
	 Nature and Grace” 
	 Peter Casarella (University of Notre Dame)
	 “The ‘Re-Presenter’ of the World: Karsten Harries on Art, Architecture, and Cusanus” 
	 Il Kim (Auburn University)
	 “On the Relation between Nishida’s ‘Absolutely Contradictory Self-Identity’ and 		
	 Cusanus’s coincidentia oppositorum” 
	 Kazuhiko Yamaki (Waseda University, Tokyo)
	 Chair: Elizabeth Brient, University of Georgia

6:30 p.m. 	 Cocktail Reception	 Hospitality Room

7 p.m.	 Banquet Dinner	 Hospitality Room

8 p.m.	 Closing Remarks	 Hospitality Room

	 “On Cusan Futures” 
	 Cyril O’Regan (University of Notre Dame)

All conference events will take place in South Dining Hall
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