THEO 60601:
Foundations of Moral Theology
The University of Notre Dame
Summer, 2018
Dr. William C. Mattison III



wmattiso@nd.edu
Office Hours:  by appt. (313 Visitation or 331 Malloy – please confirm)

Please call or email to make an appointment– I’m here all the time!
Course Description

The target audience for this course is twofold:  the students taking the course, and those they will one day serve.  Therefore the course offers an intellectually challenging graduate level introduction to moral theology, equipping students with an understanding of foundational principles of Catholic moral theology, with attention to each of the following:  key themes, key figures / texts, and key time periods.  It simultaneously demands (through oral exams, papers, class discussions, and certain readings) that students both understand and are able to address how more technical material in the course relates to and illuminates how people live morally outside of formal studies.  The point of this course is to immerse students in the foundations of moral theology to enable them to better understand, speak about, and counsel people on both everyday moral issues and the more publicly contested “hot button” issues.  Though everything examined in this course applies to specific moral issues, in depth examination of particular moral questions is not the focus of the course, with just occasional days devoted to specific issues.  

Course Requirements
Preparation and Participation
1.  
Class attendance is mandatory.  I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  Each student is allowed one unpenalized absences. After that your cumulative final grade will be lowered 10% for each additional absence.  Students are responsible for signing in each class.  If there is a major illness or family crisis, speak to me about it immediately.

2.  
Class participation is expected.  Participation means being prepared for each class by having read and engaged the assignment, and responding to and asking questions in class.  Bring the assigned readings to class!  Students will commonly be asked to take a few minutes to speak with fellow students about class topics and share offer those reflections to the whole class.  Questions and discussions are essential parts of the course that enable students to further wrestle with difficult questions, as well as teach and learn from each other.  Granting sincerity and preparation, there are no stupid questions or unwelcome viewpoints.  
Examinations
3.  
Oral midterm exam, to be scheduled June 25-26.   
4.  
Oral final exam, to be scheduled July 5-6.    
Writing & Argumentation
5.
Students will do (at least) three 1-2 page papers.  The purpose of each paper is to provide a theologically grounded and intellectually engaging response to some issue related to class readings.  There are several angles one can take on this:  a correction of a common misconception, an explanation of a stance on a contested issue, addressing some pop culture narrative in light of class material, a more theological analysis of an etc.  It can be no more than two pages (double spaced).  It is due the day the topic is addressed in class.  No outside research is needed.  (At least two references to class reading are required, but should be short and either in footnotes or parenthetical.)  Students can do more than three papers, and the top three grades will be counted.  One must be completed in the first week, and a second by Thursday June 28. 
Academic Integrity
Entering Notre Dame you were required to study the on-line edition of the Academic Code of Honor, to pass a quiz on it, and to sign a pledge to abide by it. The full Code and a Student Guide to the Academic code of Honor are available at: http://honorcode.nd.edu. Perhaps the most fundamental sentence is the beginning of section IV-B:

“The pledge to uphold the Academic Code of Honor includes an understanding that a student’s submitted work, graded or ungraded – examinations, draft copies, papers, homework assignments, extra credit work, etc. -  must be his or her own.”
Grading
Please identify yourself on each paper only by the number you are given (during the second week of class).  

Oral Midterm:  100



A: 95%

C+: 78%
Oral Final:  100



A-: 92%

C: 75%
Short Papers: 150 (3 x 50)


B+: 88%

C-: 72%
TOTAL:  350




B: 85%

D: 65%






B-: 82%

F: below 65%
Class Texts
Course Texts
1.  The Bible

2.  Catechism of the Catholic Church
3.  required:  Pope John Paul II, Veritatis Splendor
4.  Pope John Paul II, Fides et Ratio
5.  Pope Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est
6.  Pope Benedict XVI, Spe Salvi
7.  required:  Fr. Servais Pinckaers, O.P., Morality:  the Catholic View (St. Augustine’s Press, 2001) (MCV)
8.  recommended:  Fr. Servais Pinckaers, O.P., The Sources of Christian Ethics (CUA Press, 1995) (SCE) 
9.  required:  William C. Mattison III, Introducing Moral Theology:  True Happiness and the Virtues (Brazos, 2008) (IMT)
10.  several texts and articles made available electronically through Blackboard
Course Outline and Schedule of Assignments
A.  Veritatis Splendor I (“What Good Must I do to Inherit Eternal Life?”)

and the Quest for Happiness
Monday, June 16

Introduction 

Morality of Happiness vs. Morality of Obligation
Tuesday, June 19
The Quest for Happiness – Human Action and a Person’s Life as a Whole




The Virtue of Faith & the Moral Life

Wednesday, June 20

Aristotle, St. Augustine, & St. Thomas Aquinas on 

Happiness and the Moral Life





The Beatitudes:  Culmination of Happiness & Morality

Thursday, June 21

Virtue





Grace, Infused Virtue, and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Friday, June 22

Temperance and the Passionate Moral Life

Test Case:  Drinking Alcohol
--------------------------- end of material tested on midterm --------------------------------------
B.  Veritatis Splendor II (“Do Not Be Conformed to This World”):

Human Action in Light of the Quest for Happiness

Monday, Feb. 26

Rival Visions of Freedom


Sin 
MIDTERM ORAL EXAMS   June 25 or 26
Tuesday, June 26

No Class!  Oral Exams 

Wednesday, June 27

Natural Law





Conscience

Thursday, June 28

Prudence, the Moral Object, and Intrinsic Evils




Double Effect and Cooperation 

C.  Veritatis Splendor III (“lest the Cross of Christ Be Emptied of Its Power”):
The Kingdom of God as Already, and Not Yet, Present
Friday, June 29

Fortitude & the Unity of the Virtues

Hope, Eschatology, & Spe Salvi 
Monday, July 2

Jesus Christ and Moral Theology




Christian Love:  Charity
Tuesday, July 3

Justice




Love and Justice:  Deus Caritas Est
Wednesday, July 4

No Class!

Thursday, July 5

Prayer and the Virtues





Conclusion

Friday, July 6


No Class – Oral Exams (July 5-6)
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