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I. Course Purpose and Overall Structure: 
The capstone course is the final requirement for the MA degree and is intended to give students 
the opportunity to show the extent to which they have attained the goals of the degree. The 
capstone course, then, is focused on the cumulative result of the students’ study over the course 
of the degree program. As a reminder, the goals of the MA Degree are: 
1. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic knowledge of the discipline of Theology. 
2. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic knowledge of the continuity and development of 
the Catholic theological tradition. 
3. Students will have a capacity for graduate level writing. 
4. Students will have the capacity to articulate their knowledge of theology with clarity and 
fluency. 
5. Students will demonstrate the ability to integrate their knowledge for various educational 
purposes. 
This capstone course will require students to demonstrate the degree to which they have 
mastered these goals. As an Echo apprentice/teacher we will ask that goal number 5 guide the 
ways in which you will demonstrate your knowledge of the discipline and our Tradition. We will 
do all of this in two stages: one that is online (May 21- June 24), and the second in residence 
here at Notre Dame (June 25-27, with final paper due June 29). 
  
II. Online portion of course: 
“Creation is the foundation of ‘all of God’s saving plans’” (CCC §280). Drawing on the different 
subfields of theology (i.e. biblical, historical, liturgical, moral, and systematic theology) we will 
consider the doctrine of creation as it relates to 5 topics in particular: Revelation (i.e. Scripture 
AND Tradition), Ecclesiology, Sacramental/Liturgical Theology, The Trinity, and Christology. 
While we will certainly consider together some selected readings from each of these topics, 
students will also be expected to show the general knowledge of these fields that they have 
gained through their coursework over the past years. In sum, what we will be looking for you to 
do is to show that you have an integrated view of an important theme (creation) that draws on the 
whole of theology and also takes into account the development of the tradition (goals 1 & 2), 
especially as you see this best manifested in your work as catechists/teachers/ministers. 
Each week of the on-line course will be dedicated to the review and synthesis of the doctrine of 
creation and one of the 5 topics listed above. Thus, some of the readings and videos for each 
week will be review; some will present new, synthetic material. The schedule will be as follows: 
Week One: Creation & Revelation  (Pagliarini) 
Week Two: Creation & Trinity  (C. Cavadini) 



Week Three: Creation & Christology: Incarnation  (Pagliarini) 
Week Four: Creation, Liturgical Theology and the Sacraments  (C. Cavadini) 
Week Five: Creation & the Church  (Both) 
Week Six: Presentations and Paper Submissions [on campus] 
For the first five weeks of the course, you will be responsible for reading through all materials 
and watching the posted videos. To help us assess this work, there will be twelve reading 
responses spread over these first five weeks of the class. The response will be a short reflection 
paragraph. 
While you are working through this material you will also be preparing for the 6th week of class, 
which will be the residential presentation and the submission of your paper. Each of you will 
write an essay that gives an integrated perspective on creation, approximately 12-15 pages in 
length. You will frame your essay for a particular educational purpose that is meaningful to you 
from your work as an Echo apprentice/minister/teacher: an adult education presentation; 
classroom lecture, etc. (goal 5). You will first prepare a rough draft, due by the end of the 5th 
week of class, giving you a week to revise it based on feedback you get from other class 
participants.  For this purpose, you will be broken into groups of three or four participants. You 
will distribute your rough draft to the other members of your group, who will give you feedback 
so that you can improve it. 
Your oral presentation will be based on your paper, not a reading of the paper itself. 
  
III. Residential Portion of the Course: 
In the second part of the course you will demonstrate your ability not only to synthesize material, 
but also to effectively communicate theological material orally.  This is, therefore, essentially a 
practice in the apologetics of love. You will present a version of your 12-15 page paper during 
our time together (June 25 - June 27) in a twenty to twenty-five minute oral presentation, 
followed by a ten to fifteen minute Q/A period (goal 4). This presentation should make evident 
your mastery of the apologetics of love, and therefore your abilities to communicate the faith 
effectively. 
  
IV. Course Schedule and Readings:  
(Readings with an asterisk* are new) 
Week One: Creation   (May 21 - 26) 
– Genesis 1-3; Ezekiel 28, 37, 47:1-12; Psalm 104; Prov 8; Sirach 24 
– Catechism of the Catholic Church §§ 50-141 (on Revelation); 268-324 (On Creation). 
– Dei Verbum. 
– *Joseph Ratzinger, In the Beginning. [purchase] 
– *Benjamin D. Sommer, “Nature, Revelation, and Grace in Psalm 19: Toward a Theological 
Reading of Scripture.” Harvard Theological Review 108.3 (2015): 376–401. 
  

https://creationcapstone.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/sommer-2015.pdf
https://creationcapstone.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/sommer-2015.pdf


Week Two: Creation & Trinity   (May 28 - June 2) 
– Catechism of the Catholic Church §§ 198-267. 
– Arius, “Letter to Eusebius” 
– Athanasius, excerpt from Orations Against the Arians, Book III. 
– Augustine, De Trinitate, [coming soon] 
– *Hans Urs von Balthasar,  “Creation and Trinity.” Communio 15.3 (1988): 285–93. 
Week Three: Creation & Christology: Incarnation   (June 4 - 9) 
– Ex 25:1-8; Prov 8; Sirach 24; Wisdom 7:21-30; John 1:1-18 
– Catechism of the Catholic Church §§ 487-511, 963-975, 466, 721-726 (on the Blessed Virgin); 
422-486 (Incarnation). 
– Nestorius, “First Sermon Against the Theotokos.” 
– Cyril of Alexandria, “Second Letter to Nestorius.” 
– Creed of Chalcedon. 
– *Juan A. Martinez Camino, “‘Through Him All Things Were Made’: Creation in Christ,” 
Communio 28 (Summer 2001): 1–16. 
Week Four: Creation, Liturgical Theology and the Sacraments   (June 11 - 16) 
– Catechism of the Catholic Church §§ 1076-1209. 
– Schmemann, For the Life of the World. 
– *Maximos, selections from Ambigua 1 & 7. 
– Joseph Ratzinger, “The Sacramental Foundation of Christian Existence,” 153-168 in Theology 
of the Liturgy: The Sacramental Foundation of Christian Existence. (San Francisco: Ignatius 
Press, XXX). 
– Joseph Ratzinger, “Liturgy—Cosmos—History,” 24-34 in The Spirit of the Liturgy (San 
Francisco: Ignatius, 2000). 
– David W. Fagerberg, “Cosmological Liturgy and a Sensible Priesthood,” New Blackfriars 
82.960 (February 2001): 76-87. 
– Olivier Clément, “The Glory of God Hidden in His Creatures,” 213-229 in The Roots of 
Christian Mysticism (New City, 2015). 
Week Five: Creation & the Church   (June 18 - 23) 
– Lumen Gentium 
– Gaudium et Spes 
– Catechism of the Catholic Church §§ 748-935; xxx. 
– John C. Cavadini, “The Church as the Sacrament of Creation: A Reading of Origen’s 
Commentary on the Song of Songs” Communio 42.1 (Spring 2015): xxx? 
Week Six: Presentations   (June 25, 26, 27, with papers due by June 29) 
Here, as a friendly reminder/refresher is a bibliography of texts from your coursework on 
catechetical theology, methods of integration, and the Apologetics of Love. You are responsible 
for incorporating these catechetical, theological and apologetic methods into your presentation: 
The Apologetics of Love 

https://creationcapstone.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/arius-letter-to-eusebius.pdf
https://creationcapstone.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/athanasius-orations-against-the-arians-excerpt.pdf
https://creationcapstone.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/athanasius-orations-against-the-arians-excerpt.pdf
https://creationcapstone.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/nestorius-first-sermon-against-the-theotokos.pdf
https://creationcapstone.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/cyril-of-alexandria-second-letter-to-nestorius.pdf
https://creationcapstone.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/creed-of-chalcedon.pdf
https://creationcapstone.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/camino-through-him-all-things-were-created.pdf


Deus caritas est; God is Love. This phrase from St. John summarizes all of God's self-revelation 
and, so, all Catholic Doctrine. As the Catechism states, "The whole concern of doctrine and its 
teaching must be directed to the love that never ends" (CCC #25). Accordingly, this particular 
apologetic asks that we develop and display a synthetic understanding of the Catholic Faith with 
the goal of communicating this faith to others. 
–  Deus caritas est, Benedict XVI. 
– CCC #25. 
–  Cavadini, John. "A Brief Reflection on the Intellectual Tasks of the New Evangelization": 
http://www.usccb.org/about/doctrine/intellectual-tasks/upload/intellectual-tasks-of-the-new-evan
gelization-cavadini.pdf   
Catechetical Theology 
The following bibliography should help you demonstrate familiarity not simply with the content 
of the General Directory but with: 1) Offering a theological commentary upon the magisterial 
document itself. AND with 2) Assessing how catechetical methodology, both ancient and 
modern, is congruent with the theology and practice of catechesis articulated by the GDC. 
Ecclesial Documents 
– Congregation for the Clergy, The General Directory for Catechesis (Washington, DC: 
USCCB, 1997). 
– John Paul II, Catechesi Tradendae (Washington, DC: USCCB, 1979) 
– Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi (Boston: Pauline, 1976) 
Method 
– Augustine, On Instructing Beginners in Faith, trans. Raymond Canning (New York: New city 
Press, 2006). 
– Craig Dykstra, Growing in the Life of Faith: Education and Christian Practices, 2nd ed. 
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2005). 
– Luigi Giussani, The Risk of Education (New York: Crossroad, 2001). 
– Sofia Cavaletti, The Religious Potential of the Child, volume 1 (Chicago: LTP, 1992). 
– Sofia Cavaletti, The Religious Potential of the Child, volume 2 (Chicago: LTP, 2007). 
Integration of Theology and Ministerial Praxis 
The National Directory for Catechesis (USCCB, 2005) states the following in Article #29: 
“Effective catechesis should feature no opposition or artificial separation between content and 
method.  Similar to the dynamic present in the pedagogy of God, catechetical methodology 
serves to transmit both the content of the entire Christian message and the source of that 
message, the Triune God.  Catechetical methodology must be able to communicate that message, 
together with its sources and language, to particular ecclesial communities while always bearing 
in mind the particular circumstances of those to whom the message is addressed.  Content and 
method interact and harmonize in the communication of the faith.” 
–  Catechism of the Catholic Church §§ 232-267. 
– “Divine and Human Methodology.” National Directory for Catechesis. USCCB. 2005. 89-107. 

http://www.usccb.org/about/doctrine/intellectual-tasks/upload/intellectual-tasks-of-the-new-evangelization-cavadini.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/doctrine/intellectual-tasks/upload/intellectual-tasks-of-the-new-evangelization-cavadini.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/doctrine/intellectual-tasks/upload/intellectual-tasks-of-the-new-evangelization-cavadini.pdf


– Downey, Michael.  “Theology as a Way of Life.” New Theology Review. February. 2002. 
55-63. 
– Imbelli, Robert P.  “The Love that Moves the Sun and the Other Stars. in Rekindling the 
Christic Imagination: Theological Meditations for the New Evangelization. Liturgical Press. 
2014, 21-43. 
– Kinast, Robert. Making Faith-Sense: Theological Reflection in Everyday Life, Liturgical Press. 
1999. 
– Krisak, Anthony. “Theological Reflection: Unfolding the Mystery.” in Handbook of 
Spirituality for Ministers, Vol. 1. Ed. Robert J. Wicks. Paulist Press. 1995. 308-329. 
– Mongoven, O.P. Anne Marie. The Prophetic Spirit of Catechesis: How We Share the Fire in 
Our Hearts. Paulist Press. 2000. 13-35; and 87-145. 
V. Course Evaluation Components: 
10% – course responses to readings for each class. There will be twelve of them spread over the 
first five weeks of the class. The response could be a short reflection paragraph. A thoughtful 
response that shows that the student has read the material will receive 1 point. An inadequate 
response or late response will receive a 0. The grade for this component will be recorded as 
follows: A = 11 or 12 points; A- = 10 points; B+ = 9 points; B = 8 points; B- = 7 points; C = 6 
points or less. 
10% – Rough draft of your paper. You should choose and approve a topic with me by the end of 
the second week of the course (June 2). You should write a rough draft for distribution to 
members of your group by the end of the fifth week (June 23). This draft will be graded based on 
how it demonstrates knowledge (by you) of the primary source material (usually a book), the 
presence of a guiding idea (or “thesis”) for your paper and basic organization around that thesis. 
10% – Each of you will read two of the papers of the other members of your group (I will let you 
know which papers those will be) and send the authors constructive feedback. This includes 
indicating what parts of the paper you think work well and are persuasive, any parts that are 
confusing, and any parts that could be improved to make them more persuasive and make them 
fit in more cleanly with the flow of the paper as a whole. It also means pointing out typos, 
grammar errors and awkward sentences. Your feedback will be evaluated by me based on how 
helpful it is. 
30% – final draft of paper: completed and polished during week 6. Your final draft must be 
submitted to me by Friday, June 29 and will be graded in the standard way. 
30% – You will give an oral presentation that draws on the work you did for your written paper 
and that displays your mastery of appropriate catechetical methods, integration of theology and 
ministry, as well as the apologetics of love. This should not be just reading all or part of the 
paper, but an original work that takes the principal points you made in your written paper and 
presents them in a form that is easy to understand. 
10% – quality of your discussion of the presentations. If you are not giving a presentation you 
will be expected to be an active and constructive participant in the discussion afterwards. Other 



members of the group to whom the presenter belongs should take the lead, since at least two of 
them will already have some familiarity with the materials being presented because they read the 
rough drafts. 
 
 


