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Publishing in Professional Journals: An Overview 

 

 

The following provides an overview of the process of publishing in peer-reviewed academic journals. Precise 

guidelines and variations in the process will be noted in the publication information for each journal. 

 

1. Selecting a Paper for Submission  

Students typically first become aware of the possibility of publishing their work in professional journals when 

their professors identify one of their papers as suitable for submission. You need not wait for that to happen, 

however, to consider submitting work to a journal. If you have a paper that has been identified by a professor as 

suitable (with some revision) for submission to a journal or you have a paper that you think is especially 

promising, you should think about submitting it. Work published in peer reviewed journal weighs heavily in 

your favor for admission to doctoral programs and it is an important part of professional life at all levels. Most 

of your professional life outside of your eventual college, university, or seminary context happens at 

conferences and in the pages of journals, so it is best to get some exposure to these activities earlier rather than 

later in your career. If you have several promising papers, sort them into two categories: specialized (in your 

area) and general (of broad appeal to scholars of theology and religion). 

 

2. Selecting an Appropriate Journal 

After you have identified a paper to submit, you need to select a journal that is a good fit. You should meet with 

your professors to discuss forums for publication, and it is a good idea to identify several journals and then rank 

them. Each field has ―premier‖ publication venues, so consult with your area advisor. (The accompanying list is 

not meant to be exhaustive, just a sample of what is out there!) When considering different journals, keep in 

mind that some journals are more focused on research in particular areas while other journals publish a wide 

range of scholarship on various topics in the study of theology or religion. For your own professional 

development, you should consider a mix of journals in your own field and in wider academic conversations. If 

you are unsure about the fit of your paper to a journal, ask your advisor. Once you have selected a few journals 

that might be appropriate places to publish your work, review a couple of issues of each journal to make sure 

that the kind of material your paper covers and the scholarly approach you take are represented in the journal 

you are considering. After you settle on your ranked list of 3-5 journals, you need to assemble the publication 

guidelines for each journal. These are usually available on the journal’s website under the heading ―instructions 

for authors‖ or ―submission guidelines.‖ In some cases, journals are explicitly associated with the meetings of 

professional societies and, as a rule, will not published papers unless they were first presented as papers at those 

meetings (sometimes, the papers’ referees are even in the audience for your presentation). 

 

3. Preparing a Paper for Submission 

If you have a paper you have written for a class, make sure that you take into consideration all the critical 

feedback offered by your professor. If there is a professor in your department with special expertise in the area 

your paper covers, even if your paper was not written for her or his class, ask that professor to read and offer 

comments. Share your paper with your colleagues in the program. Make sure that your paper has a clearly 

articulated research question and that both your question and the approach you take to answer it have a history 

of debate in the journal you are considering. Each journal has its own publication guidelines, covering 

everything from page formatting to preferred style of notation and bibliography. Make sure that your paper 

conforms to the guidelines stated by the journal. Journals consider articles of various lengths, but some journals 

state maximum page counts or word counts. If you have any questions about these matters, email the editor or 

editors of the journal. These people are certainly busy, but it is their job (or the job of their editorial assistants) 

to respond to questions from prospective authors or articles in their journals. 
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4. Submitting a Paper to a Journal  

Once your paper is edited for content and proper format, it is time to send it to the journal. Sometimes journals 

have author submission forms that must accompany the paper. Usually submissions are electronic and should be 

accompanied by a cover letter addressed to the editor. You should only submit a paper to one journal at a time.  

Once you have submitted your paper, you should wait for a week or so before confirming with the editor that 

the submission has been received. From this point, you should expect to wait 3-6 months to hear back from the 

editor with the journal’s decision. When you receive a response to your paper, it will come in one of three 

forms: accept, decline, or revise and resubmit. The response will come from the editor of the journal or one of 

the editorial assistants. For each of these outcomes, you should receive comments from two (or more) 

anonymous referees. Editors ask the referees for their judgments as to whether or not the journal should publish 

the piece and to provide feedback for the author.   

 

5. Considering Referee Feedback 

If you receive an accept response, you should still consider the referee feedback and any additional feedback 

you receive from the editors. You want your published article to be as good as it can be.  Sometimes you will 

receive a version of accept—accept pending required revisions. In this case, the editors want to accept your 

paper but they would like you to account for specific points raised by the referees. If you receive revise and 

resubmit, then you should either (a) revise your paper and resubmit it or (b) submit it to another journal. Usually 

the referee and editor comments will indicate that the paper treats an important topic or shows promising 

research but that it needs to be further developed in one or another specific ways. Sometimes, the research is 

promising but it does not have the right frame or approach for the journal in question. In some cases, the editors 

will give a revise and resubmit response if the referee comments are divided (where one referee says ―accept‖ 

and the other says ―revise and resubmit‖ or ―decline‖). Here, the editors’ judgments are that the article has merit 

but that in order to preserve the integrity of the peer review process they should not accept an article that does 

not have positive feedback from both reviewers. If you decide to revise your paper and resubmit it, the time 

table resets (3-6 months for your next response). When you resubmit, your cover letter to the editor should 

include brief but sufficient explanations of how your revised paper responds to the referees’ comments. 

 

6. Considering Editor Feedback for Accepted Papers 

If your article is accepted for publication, a new process commences. In this stage, the editors will have a 

heavier hand in reviewing the paper, offering suggestions for changes in style and substance. You should expect 

a couple of rounds of revisions with the editors before the editors approve the final version. Once you and the 

editors have agreed on the final text, the text will move to copy editing. Here the changes should be minor and, 

between the editors’ suggestions and the copy editing corrections, should take anywhere between a few weeks 

and a couple of months, depending on the journal’s publisher.   

 

7. Page Proofs and Publication 

The last stage of the process is correcting page proofs. At this stage, you are seeing a draft of what the article 

will look like in the journal. Editors and publishers do not like changes at this stage since it is more costly and 

time consuming to make late changes. Here you are looking for typos or any errors you or the editors have 

missed at an earlier stage. The next time you hear from the editor or press, you will have a PDF of the published 

article as it appears in the print copy of the journal and will be able to list its full publication information. To be 

safe, do not list your paper as ―forthcoming‖ until you have page proofs and a projected publication date. Once 

the article has been accepted (and any revisions approved), you may list it as ―accepted‖ on your CV.
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Some Journals by Area: 
 

Biblical Studies 

 Biblical Interpretation: A Journal of Contemporary Approaches 

 http://www.brill.com/biblical-interpretation-0 

Catholic Biblical Quarterly 

http://catholicbiblical.org/publications/cbq 

Journal of Biblical Literature 

http://www.sbl-site.org/publications/journals_jbl_noLogin.aspx 

 Interpretation: A Journal of Bible and Theology 

 http://intl-int.sagepub.com/ 

 

History of Christianity 

Church History 

 http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=ECH 

Journal of Ecclesiastical History 

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=ECH 

Journal of Early Christian Studies 

http://www.press.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_early_christian_studies/ 

New Blackfriars 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1741-2005 

 Sixteenth Century Journal: A Journal of Early Modern Studies 

 http://www.escj.org/ 

 

Liturgical Studies 

Ecclesia Orans 

http://www.santanselmo.org/doc_pdf/pdf/EO_modulo.pdf 

Journal of Ritual Studies 

http://www.pitt.edu/~strather/journal.htm 

Studia Liturgica 

http://societas-liturgica.org/ 

Worship  

http://www.saintjohnsabbey.org/our-work/publishing/worship-magazine/ 

[other liturgy journals] 

http://libguides.pcj.edu/content.php?pid=78537&sid=581647 

 

Moral Theology 

Journal of Moral Theology 

http://www.msmary.edu/College_of_liberal_arts/department-of-theology/jmt/index.html 

Journal of Religious Ethics 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1467-9795 

Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics 

 http://scethics.org/journal-sce 

 Political Theology 

http://www.maneypublishing.com/index.php/journals/pol 

Studies in Christian Ethics 

http://intl-sce.sagepub.com/ 

http://www.brill.com/biblical-interpretation-0
http://catholicbiblical.org/publications/cbq
http://www.sbl-site.org/publications/journals_jbl_noLogin.aspx
http://intl-int.sagepub.com/
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=ECH
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=ECH
http://www.press.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_early_christian_studies/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1741-2005
http://www.escj.org/
http://www.santanselmo.org/doc_pdf/pdf/EO_modulo.pdf
http://www.pitt.edu/~strather/journal.htm
http://societas-liturgica.org/
http://www.saintjohnsabbey.org/our-work/publishing/worship-magazine/
http://libguides.pcj.edu/content.php?pid=78537&sid=581647
http://www.msmary.edu/College_of_liberal_arts/department-of-theology/jmt/index.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1467-9795
http://scethics.org/journal-sce
http://www.maneypublishing.com/index.php/journals/pol
http://intl-sce.sagepub.com/
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Systematic Theology 

Communio: International Catholic Review  

http://www.communio-icr.com/ 

Concilium: International Journal of Theology 

http://www.concilium.in/ 

Horizons: The Journal of the College Theology Society  

http://www.collegetheology.org/publications/horizons 

Journal of Theological Studies 

http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/theolj/about.html 

Modern Theology 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1468-0025 

Pro Ecclesia: A Journal of Catholic and Evangelical Theology  

https://rowman.com/page/ProEcclesia 

Theological Studies 

http://www.ts.mu.edu/ 

The Thomist: A Speculative Quarterly Review 

http://www.thomist.org/index.html 

 

General—Theology and Religion: 

Critical Research on Religion 

http://criticalresearchonreligion.org/journal.html 

Harvard Theological Review 
http://www.hds.harvard.edu/faculty-research/research-publications/harvard-theological-review 

The Heythrop Journal 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1468-2265 

History of Religions 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/journals/journal/hr.html 

International Journal of Practical Theology 

http://www.degruyter.com/view/j/ijpt  

International Journal of Systematic Theology  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1468-2400 

Journal of the American Academy of Religion 

http://jaar.oxfordjournals.org/ 

Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion  

http://www.fsrinc.org/jfsr 

Journal of Religion 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/journals/journal/jr.html 

Scottish Journal of Theology 

http://www.ptsem.edu/sjt/ 

Spiritus: A Journal of Christian Spirituality  

http://www.press.jhu.edu/journals/spiritus/ 

Word and World: Theology for Christian Ministry 

http://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/ 

Zygon: Journal of Religion and Science 

http://www.zygonjournal.org/index.htm 
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http://www.collegetheology.org/publications/horizons
http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/theolj/about.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1468-0025
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