
  
Undergraduate Course Listings: Spring 2004 

I. Courses that Satisfy University Requirements: 
   A. First Theology Requirement 
   B. Second Theology Requirement 
II. Courses for Majors 
  (also suitable as collegiate electives; these courses do not satisfy either University 
requirements) 
III. Other Courses for Majors and Electives 
  (these courses do not satisfy University requirements) 
IV. Know Your Catholic Faith Series 
  (these courses do not satisfy University requirements) 
V. Other 1-Credit Hour Courses 
  (these courses do not satisfy University requirements) 
VI. Center for Social Concerns Offerings  

Check Irishlink for time changes and other information. 

 
FIRST THEOLOGY REQUIREMENT 

THEO 100/180G/200 
Foundations of Theology: Biblical/Historical 
**General Description** 

This course, prerequisite to all other courses in Theology, offers a critical study of the 
Bible and the early Catholic traditions. Following an introduction to the Old and New 
Testament, students follow major post biblical developments in Christian life and 
worship (e.g. liturgy, theology, doctrine, asceticism), emphasizing the first five centuries. 
Several short papers, reading assignments and a final examination are required. 

THEO 200/01 Foundations of Theology   
  William Mattison TH 11:00-12:15
  
THEO 200/02 Foundations of Theology   
  Catherine Kavanagh TH 12:30-1:45
  
THEO 200/03 Foundations of Theology   
  Catherine Kavanagh TH 2:00-3:15
  
THEO 200/06 Foundations of Theology   
  David Maxwell MWF 1:55-2:45
  
THEO 200/10 Foundations of Theology   
  Jonathan Lawrence MWF 11:45-12:35



  

SECOND THEOLOGY REQUIREMENT 
Prerequisite-Foundations of Theology 

100, 180G, 200, 201  
  
THEO 222ABC The One Jesus and His Many Portraits 
  John Meier TH 9:30-10:45

This course explores the many different faith-portraits of Jesus painted by the various 
books of the New Testament, in other words, the many ways in which and the many 
emphases with which the story of Jesus is told by different New Testament authors. The 
class lectures will focus on the formulas of faith composed prior to Paul (A.D. 30-50), the 
story of Jesus underlying Paul's epistles (A.D. 50-58) and the epistles written later in 
Paul's name (A.D. 70-90). The various ways in which the story of Jesus is told by the 
four Gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John (A.D. 70-100) and by other key books of 
the New Testament will be covered by assigned readings. The course will combine a 
lecture format with discussions, readings, and reflections on the readings. Requirements: 
(1) to read section by section Frank Matera's New Testament Christology (Louisville: 
Westminster/John Knox, 1999) and to take short index-card quizzes on the assigned 
sections; (2) to take a final examination on the class lectures delivered throughout the 
semester. 

THEO 223D God 
  Brian Daley TH 12:30-1:45

"The outstanding feature of human dignity," the Second Vatican Council reminds us, "is 
that human beings have been called to communion with God." (Gaudium et Spes 19) In 
encountering the divine Mystery through our experience in the world, especially through 
the teaching and worship of the Church, we are led to center our lives on faith in God's 
ultimate reality, and to find in that faith a meaning for human life, a cause to hope and an 
impulse to love. In this course, we will reflect on both the challenges and the blessings of 
this encounter with God as transcendent Mystery, and on how our experience of God is 
formed by the Church's preaching of the risen Jesus. Beginning with the Bible's 
presentation of the Mystery of God, we will read selections from Church Fathers, St. 
Anselm, St. Thomas Aquinas, sixteenth-century mystics, John Henry Newman, and 
several twentieth-century authors; we will reflect on the modern phenomenon of atheism, 
and on what is actually involved in living faith in a living God. 

THEO 225 Sin and Redemption 
  Heliodoro Lucatero TH 12:30-1:45

This course will survey the topic of sin and redemption as it evolved from the Scriptures 
and early Church, through today with special focus on its development in Latin America 
(especially Mexico). In addition to the New Testament, the first half of the course will 
consider authors such as Irenaeus, Athanasius, Augustine, Anselm, Abelard, Luther. For 



Spain we will explore the spiritual renewal harbored by Cardinal Cisneros and the 
catechism of Juan de Valdes, and also explore how the encounter of the religious world 
of Spain and pre-Colombian America gave birth to the conception of sin and redemption, 
expressed in today's Latin American theology, especially through popular religiosity, 
liberation theology and episcopal documents like those of the Latin American Episcopal 
Conferences at Medellin and Puebla. 

I. Early Church 
  - New Testament 
  - Irenaeus 
  - Athanasius 
  - Augustine 
II. Middle Ages 
  - Anselm of Canterbury 
  - Peter Abelard 
  - Luther 
  - Spain 
III. The Religious World of Early Colonial Mexico 
IV. Synthesis-Encounter 
V. Latin American Religious Thought and Practice Today 
  - Medellin 
  - Puebla 
  - Liberation Theology 
  - Popular Religiosity 

THEO 228ABC U.S. Latino Spirituality 
  Dan Groody TH 11:00-12:15

U.S. Latino Spirituality is one of the youngest spiritualities among the great spiritual 
traditions of humanity. The course will explore the indigenous, African and European 
origens of U.S. Latino Spirituality through the devotions, practices, feasts and rituals of 
the people. 

THEO 232B Fundamental Theology 
  Jessica Wormley TH 5:00-6:15
  
THEO 243 Theology of Marriage 
  William Mattison TH 3:30-4:45
  
THEO 249D Seeking the Face of God 
  Catherine Kavanagh TH 5:00-6:15

Throughout history, many individuals have claimed to have a direct experience of God. 
Individual as these encounters are, however, they often have very similar characteristics. 
Although authorities have been suspicious of such events as a matter of policy, the large 
number of canonized mystics indicates that several of them are accepted as valid. What is 



the significance of these experiences? C.S. Lewis claimed that miracles were ordinary 
existence writ large: that the remarkable event of the miracle is in fact the ordinary 
pattern of existence presented in an extraordinary way so as to highlight the divine origin 
of all things. Is something analogous true of mystical experience? Is the encounter of the 
mystic a foreshadowing of the ultimate experience of all believers? How would you 
know? How do you test them for validity? Is "mysticism" in essence theology, re-
presented in the extraordinary experience of an individual? This course will examine the 
contribution of the so-called mystical writers to the theological life of the Church as a 
whole. We will read key texts describing their experiences, from Augustine to Therese of 
Lisieux, and discuss the theological and historical context of these texts. We will consider 
the interaction between the direct personal knowledge of God, apparently without 
intermediary, and the normal development of spiritual life in the Sacraments. We will 
also discuss the relation between mystical experience and the action of grace. Finally, we 
will address the challenging question of the doctrine taught about God and Christ by the 
Church and its relation to the knowledge of God gained through direct experience. 

THEO 252ABC Relationships & Sexuality in the Christian Tradition 
  Mark Poorman SUN 7:00-9:30

This course is an introduction to the traditions and methods of Christian ethics and 
Roman Catholic moral theology, especially as they are applied to human sexuality and 
sexual ethics. Following a brief introduction to current cultural contexts for considering 
human sexuality, we will compare several theoretical bases for sexual morality. We will 
also consider methods and theories of Christian sexual ethics. Finally, we will turn our 
attention to a number of contemporary issues, including marriage, extra-marital sexuality, 
contraception, assisted reproduction, and homosexuality. 

The format of the course will be lecture and discussion. We will employ a number of 
cases and scenarios to prompt discussion and to exemplify methods and theories. 
Requirements include attendance at all class sessions, careful reading of the assigned 
texts, significant contributions in discussions, a five-page reflection paper, mid term and 
final exams, and a ten-page researched essay on an issue related to Christian sexual 
ethics. There may also be several one-page, ungraded essays assigned to promote thought 
and discussion on specific topics or questions. 

THEO 254A Catholic Faith & Practice 
  Mary Doak TH 3:30-4:45

This course will explore the fundamental beliefs and characteristic practices of 
Catholicism. Special attention will be given to the inherent unity of this faith as a 
sacramental approach to reality, rooted in the central Christian belief in the triune God 
who is the source and goal of our lives. The distinctively Catholic beliefs and practices 
will thus be examined in light of the Catholic interpretation of basic Christian beliefs 
about God, humanity, sin, and redemption. Our emphasis on the unity of Catholic faith 
and its implications for our lives will provide a basis for further critical and careful 
thought about the meaning and truth of Catholicism, especially in comparison with 



alternative approaches to the value and purpose of human life. Students will be 
encouraged to develop a project in experiential learning as one of their major 
requirements for this course. Those who have recently completed the Urban Plunge or a 
similar program will have the opportunity to explore the Catholic tradition in light of and 
dialogue with the insights and questions their experience may have raised. This course 
may be of most interest to Roman Catholics, but is open to anyone willing to engage the 
Christian understanding of reality as developed in the Catholic tradition. Where 
practicable, major points of commonality with and difference from non-Catholic 
Christians will be examined. 

THEO 257E Christian Love 
  Kevin Lowery MWF 9:35-10:25

This course will examine the place of love in the Christian life, using the love 
commandments as the cornerstone of a theology of love. Various aspects of love will be 
explored so that love for God, love for others, and love for self can be more fully 
understood and brought into harmony. The material will thus include a broad survey of 
theological and philosophical writings on love as well as an analysis of relevant biblical 
texts. Four unit tests will be administered, and students will also compose a final paper 
which will help them to integrate the theoretical facets of love and apply this theory to 
concrete situations. 

THEO 259E Rome to Wall Street: Church and Economics 
  Carla Ingrando TH 5:00-6:15

The primary purpose of this course is to develop a critical understanding, via engagement 
with key texts and writings in the Christian tradition, of theological interpretations of the 
relationship between the church and the economic order. Texts from the Roman Catholic 
social tradition to be studied include Rerum Novarum and Economic Justice for All (the 
U.S. Bishops' Letter on the U.S. Economy). Broad theological and ethical questions to be 
considered include: How have fundamental Christian understandings of Creation - 
including teachings regarding human dignity and stewardship - shaped theological 
interpretations of the relationship between church and economy? What is the appropriate 
role of the church and individual Christians in the economic order? Is economic justice a 
proper concern for the church? If so, how ought the church and individual Christians 
work to achieve economic justice? Particular questions include attention to the tension 
between the ideal of poverty and the acquisition of property by the church and its 
members and the role of women in economic life. Course requirements include 
significant participation in class discussion and group work, a community-based learning 
project, three short papers, and a final exam. The instructor will work with Gender 
Studies and Catholic Social Tradition students to enhance the gender and CST content of 
the course through discussion and written assignments. 

THEO 265/01 Coporate Conscience 
  Leon Mertensotto TH 12:30-1:45



This course is a reflection on the Christian moral meaning of corporate action and 
purpose within business organizations. It deals with an analysis of the relation between 
Christian values and corporation policy in order to raise the consciousness of policy-
making groups in regard to the standards, priorities and consequences of organizational 
policies. The objective is to develop a comprehensive corporate ethics, which deals with 
the self-interest of the organization, multiple responsibilities, and a social vision for a 
more humane world. Requirements include reading of 50 case studies, one research paper 
of approximately 5 pages, 20 class exercises, and a midsemester and final examination. 
Business majors only. 

THEO 266/01/02 Medical Ethics MWF 11:45-12:35
  Leon Mertensotto MWF 12:50-1:40

A discussion of ethical problems in the medical profession in the light of natural law and 
Christian moral principles. Requirements: midsemester and final examination, one paper 
of approximately 5 pages, 15 class exercises.Pre-med students only. Registration with Fr. 
Walters' secretary in Nieuwland Science Building. 

THEO 272/01/02 Sacraments & Sacramental Theology TH 1:55-2:45
  Anastasia Wendlinder TH 4:05-4:55

This course is an introduction to the Roman Catholic Sacraments and Contemporary 
Sacramental Theology. The course curriculum is divided into three sections. The first 
section considers the history of the sacraments and the development of sacramental 
theology from the Christian Scriptures [New Testament period] through the Second 
Vatican Council and current reflections on the renewal of the sacraments resulting from 
the council. The second section examines sacramental practice within the Roman 
Catholic liturgy, and considers contemporary practice of sacraments in Christian faith 
traditions other than Roman Catholicism as well as the promises and challenges of an 
ecumenical perspective. The third section will explore the intimate role sacraments play 
in conversion and on-going conversion in Christian life. Each of the first two sections of 
the course will conclude with an in-class examination, and the third section will conclude 
with a final paper. 

THEO 273 Vocation and Leadership 
  Maragaret Pfeil / Andrea Shappell TH 12:30-1:45

This course will invite students to consider the meaning of vocation in relation to the 
social mission of the church. Beginning with a theological understanding of the 
significance of vocation and charisms, this course will provide a narrative-based 
exploration of the vocational journey of prominent figures in the Catholic social tradition 
such as Francis of Assisi, Dorothy Day, Cesar Chavez, and Oscar Romero. The emergent 
understanding of vocation will be held in conversation with the witness given by leaders 
from other religious traditions, e.g., Badshah Khan, Gandhi, and Thich Nhat Hanh. Using 
the method of service-learning, this course will invite students to develop an awareness of 
their social justice commitments in light of their own sense of vocation. 



Permission is required. More information about the course format is explained in the 
Learning Agreement and Application Form which are available at the Center for Social 
Concerns. 

THEO 280A What Catholics Believe 
  Eugene Gorski TH 11:00-12:15

A theological exploration of the basic content and practice of the Catholic faith. The 
focus is on the fundamentals that form the foundation of Catholicism and against which 
everything else is explained or judged. 

The aim of this course is not simply to educate students about Catholicism. Rather, it 
intends to facilitate their personal appropriation of the Catholic tradition: that is, to 
challenge and help them reason critically for themselves about the meaning and practical 
implications of their faith. 

Some of the questions students will ponder concern God, Jesus Christ, the Church, 
Christian spirituality and moral behavior. But since we raise these questions in an attempt 
to come to terms with the meaning of our own lives, we begin with the question of our 
own human existence: Who am I or who are we? The course is based on the conviction 
that all theological questions start with us as the ones who pose the questions in the first 
place. 

While the approach taken will be one that appeals immediately to critical reason rather 
than to conversion of the mind and heart, the aim ultimately is to help students discern, 
respond to, and be transformed by the presence of God in their lives, and to work for the 
continuing renewal of the world in light of this discernment of God. 

THEO 281 War, Law, Ethics 
  Margaret Pfeil TH 5:00-6:15

This course is designed to explore ethical and legal considerations related to war and the 
use of force. Beginning with a historical overview of Christian thinking on war and 
peace, we will develop an account of various ethical positions on the use of force, 
including views rooted in the just war tradition and in pacifism. We will also consider the 
ethical implications of related issues, e.g., sanctions, war crimes, humanitarian 
intervention, and terrorism. This course will be crosslisted under IIPS. 

THEO 285E Christian Liturgy and Music 
  Clare Johnson TH 2:00-3:15

Music has long played an important role in Christian liturgy as an artistic expression of 
the Church's prayer and theology. Part I of this course will survey the historical 
development of Christian liturgy and its theological interpretation from the New 
Testament period forward, focusing in particular on the role of music and theology of 
music in liturgy. Part II will concentrate on the use of music in liturgy today, studying 



various official Church documents on music from Vatican II forward (including: 
Sacrosanctum Concilium, Musicam Sacram, Music in Catholic Worship, and Liturgical 
Music Today), and drawing forth principles for determining theologically and pastorally 
what are the functions and appropriate uses of music in liturgy today. Assessment: there 
will be a mid-term exam and a final exam, and students will engage in an exercise in 
practical theology utilizing participant-observation methods to analyze the use of music 
in several liturgical events. Students will develop a final report/analysis of their 
observations, which they will both present in class and submit in written form. 

THEO 286ABC Literary Catholicism 
  Charles Gordon TH 3:30-4:45

This course will explore the Catholic theological tradition primarily as it finds expression 
in six novels by authors whose writing is influenced by that tradition. The novels 
discussed will be: The End of the Affair and The Power and the Glory by Graham 
Greene, The Ball and the Cross by G. K. Chesterton, Silence by Shusaku Endo, Wise 
Blood by Flannery O'Connor, and Love in the Ruins by Walker Percy. Among the topics 
to be treated are Jesus Christ, revelation, the fall of humanity and the problem of evil, the 
nature of sacraments, and faith as a relationship with a loving God. 

THEO 287 World Religions & Catholicism in Dialogue 
  Eugene Gorski SUN 7:00-9:30 p.m.

A theological exploration of Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Judaism, Islam and the 
relationship of Christianity to those religions. The goal of this exploration is specifically: 
1. to set forth the essential characteristics of the world's great religions; 2. to disengage 
the essential differences between Christianity and the other world religions; 3. to identify 
the distinctiveness of Catholicism within the family of Christian traditions; 4. to examine 
historically and systematically the Christian theological appraisal of other world 
religions. The ultimate goal of this course is to enable the students to gain a deeper 
understanding of Christianity by "passing over" into and experiencing as well as 
appraising the different major religious traditions of the world. To enhance the learning 
experience, the course will make abundant use of films. 

The students are required to attend class regularly and punctually. Indeed, strong 
emphasis is placed on the requirement to attend class faithfully. Students are allowed but 
one single absence during the semester. 

THEO 290ABC Christianity and World Religions 
  Bradley Malkovsky MWF 8:30-9:20

The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the basic teachings and 
spiritualities of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam. We will approach these religions both 
historically and theologically, seeking to determine where they converge and differ from 
Christianity on such perennial issues as death, meaning, the nature of the ultimate 
Mystery, the overcoming of suffering, etc. We will also examine some traditional and 



contemporary Catholic and Protestant approaches to religious pluralism. Our own search 
to know how the truth and experience of other faiths is related to Christian faith will be 
guided by the insights of important Catholic contemplatives who have entered deeply in 
the spirituality of other traditions. By course end we ought to have a greater 
understanding of what is essential to Christian faith and practice as well as a greater 
appreciation of the spiritual paths of others. 

  

COURSES FOR MAJORS 
(also suitable as collegiate electives; these courses 

DO NOT satisfy either University requirement)  
  
THEO 307B/507B Elementary Hebrew II 
  Steven Schweitzer TH 3:30-4:45
  
THEO 325 From Power to Communion 
  Robert Pelton MW 10:00-11:15

This seminar explores the present and the future of the Catholic Church, placing 
emphasis on how it future is foreshadowed ecclesial interdependence that exists between 
the churches of North and Latin America. Emphasis is placed on the growing 
involvement of the laity in Latin America, and where this may lead the North American 
church. In a particular way attention is given to the role of small Christian communities. 

THEO 386A Vocation Initiative 
  Janice Poorman H 2:00-4:00
  
THEO 396/01/02 Christian Traditions MWF 10:40-11:30
  Jennifer Herdt MWF 12:50-1:40

Tragically, 16th-century calls for reform eventuated in the splintering of the Catholic 
Church. As the Lutheran and Reformed traditions emerged, the Catholic Church defined 
itself in opposition to these movements. One major task of this course is to explore the 
unfolding dialectical relations among these traditions. The other focal point is to 
understand how the Church has come to terms with the modern world. Is there space for 
faith in a world dominated by reason and natural science? Is there room for eternal truth 
in a world of pervasive historical flux? Our selective immersion in theological reflection 
from the 16th to the 20th centuries will impress on us the need for theology to be 
renewed and recreated in every age, while always remaining rooted in the tradition. 

THEO 400 Proseminar 
  Jennifer Herdt M 7:00-9:00 p.m.
  
THEO 404/504A Redemptive Suffering: An Ancient Judaism 
  Hindy Najman TH 12:30-1:45



What were the theologically significant effects of the destruction of the Temple in 586 
BCE and in 70 CE? Traditionally scholarship has responded by claiming that the divine 
revelation eventually withdrew from the Jewish tradition and that prophecy ceased. More 
nuanced accounts speak of a transformation from prophecy into scribalism, in which 
divine revelation conveyed by the prophet is replaced by an inherited and inspired text, 
which is read by an authorized interpreter. While revelation and inspiration persisted, 
there was a gradual but significant transformation in the role of the divine and of the 
interpretation of destruction and exile. This course studies how suffering, destruction and 
exile come to be recast as part of the salvation history of Judaism. We will study texts 
from ancient Judaism (Hebrew Bible, Dead Sea Scrolls, Pseudepigrapha, Apocrypha, 
Rabbinic Midrash). 

THEO 411/01/02 New Testament MW 11:45-1:00
  Jerome Neyrey MW 3:00-4:15

This course aims to provide a critical introduction to the Christian Scriptures, with special 
attention to the gospels. It will introduce students to the major literary and rhetorical 
forms in which the early documents were written. It has a thematic focus, as much 
attention will be given to the understandings of God, Christ and the Christian group. 
While attention will be given to the documents' historical context, it will pay special 
attention to the social and cultural background of the New Testament writings. 

THEO 424A Thomas Aquinas: Theologian 
  Thomas Prügl MWF 3:00-3:50

The writings and thought of Thomas Aquinas influenced the subsequent course of 
Catholic theology perhaps more than any other single theologian in the church history. 
By exploring his career as a Dominican master through a variety of his writings, this 
course will provide students with a basic introduction to Aquinas theology. To that end, 
the course will pay particular attention to his masterpiece the Summa Theologiae as well 
as other shorter works in order to highlight the major loci of his theology (e.g. God, 
Trinity, creation, sin, grace, virtues, Christ, and the sacraments). Students will be required 
to write four papers on assigned readings and prepare short class presentations. 

THEO 435/539 Christian Spirituality 
  Lawrence Cunningham MW 1:30-2:45

This course will first set out some general principles of Christian spirituality using 
materials from Cunningham and Egan's Christian Spirituality: Themes from the 
Tradition. We will then consider some selected "classics" from the tradition including the 
writings of John Cassian, Gregory of Nyssa, Bernard of Clairvaux, Julian of Norwich, 
Teresa of Avila, Thomas Merton, and Gustavo Gutierrez. Class participation, the timely 
submission of some short reflection papers, an occasional test, and a final research paper 
are required. 

THEO 440B/540B Memory and Prophecy 



  Gustavo Gutierrez MW 11:45-1:00

In the last decades, significant theological trends have emerged both from poor countries 
and from marginalized groups within wealthy countries. Why have they emerged from 
the different Christian churches of our time? This course will explore this question taking 
the case of Latin American theology. In particular, it will consider the implications of the 
"preferential option for the poor" for the areas of theological reflection, pastoral work, 
and spirituality. Special attention will be paid to the biblical foundations of that option as 
summed up in two crucial concepts: memory and prophecy. The 16th century Dominican, 
Bartolomé De Las Casas, said, "Of the least and most forgotten people, God has a very 
fresh and vivid memory." The Bible invites us to make God's memory our own, and one 
component of that memory is the remembrance of the "least ones." The announcement of 
the Gospel is linked to the advice received by Paul to "remember the poor" (Gal. 2:10). 
Theologically, poverty is the negation of creation. Poverty means death. Thus, the option 
for the poor also manifests in the prophetic opposition to that which means death for the 
poor. The course will examine what memory and prophecy signify for living a Christian 
life and doing theology in light of some of the major challenges to Christian faith today. 

THEO 445 Initiation and Eucharist 
  Maxwell Johnson MW 10:00-11:15

The Rites of Christian Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and First Eucharist) and the 
Eucharistic Liturgy as the primary sacramental celebrations of and in the Church: their 
biblical and anthropological foundations, historical evolution, contemporary forms and 
pastoral effectiveness. Three unit exams, reflection papers, and three short essays or a 
longer paper will be required. 

THEO 449/555 Feminist and Multicultural Theologies 
  Catherine Hilkert TH 2:00-3:15

An exploration of how the voices of women have helped to reshape theological discourse 
and to bring to light new dimensions of the living Christian tradition. Like other forms of 
liberation theology, feminist theologies take the experience of suffering and missing 
voices in the tradition as the starting points for theological reflection on the mystery of 
God and all of reality in relation to God. Using the writings of feminist, womanist, 
Latina, mujerista, Asian, and Third World theologians, the course will focus on the 
significance of gender and social location in understanding the nature and sources of 
theology, theological anthropology, Christology/soteriology, the mystery of God, and 
women's spirituality in our day. Graduate students and students with appropriate 
background will have the opportunity to join an optional reading group that will focus on 
classic texts in the development of feminist theologies. 

THEO 452A Religion and Autobiography 
  John Dunne TH 11:00-12:15



A course on the spiritual journey of the individual person, drawing on diaries and 
autobiographies. The first half is on the story of the life in terms of feeling and 
imagination and insight and choice, and the second half is on the story of the person in 
terms of the life project, the boundary situations of life, and conversion of mind, of heart, 
and of soul. Readings: Saint Augustine, Confessions; Martin Buber, The Way of Man; 
Carolina Maria de Jesus, Child of the Dark; John Dunne, Reasons of the Heart and 
Search for God in Time and Memory; Etty Hillesum, An Interrupted Life; C. G. Jung, 
Memories, Dreams, Reflections; Rainer Maria Rilke, Letters to a Young Poet and 
Reading the Gospel. Writings: a spiritual diary (not handed in), a term paper, and a 
midterm take home and a final take home exam. 

THEO 454A Introduction to Christian Ethics 
  Paulinus Odozor MW 3:00-4:15

Faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and savior has practical implications for the way believers 
construe the world, organize their lives and engage with the world. In this course students 
will be introduced to the basic elements in Christian moral thinking and decision making. 
We will look at nature of ethics in general and of Christian ethics in particular. We will 
cover questions related to the specificity of Christian ethics, Jesus and moral thinking, the 
human (Christian) person as moral agent, and the different methods employed in making 
ethical decisions. This course is therefore a foundational course which is meant to prepare 
students for further studies in moral theology and ethics or for life as responsible 
Christian men and women who are reasonably well equipped to face up to the 
implications of their faith for life in the world. 

THEO 460 Joint Seminar: Theology and Philosophy 
  Cyril O'Regan / Paul Franks MW 1:30-2:45

Is faith threatened by reason? Do conceptions of reason developed in modernity pose a 
threat to faith? If faith is threatened by reason, can faith be preserved only through 
irrationalism? Or is it possible to conceive of reason as compatible with -- perhaps as 
involving -- faith? We will pursue these questions by exploring three moments in the 
recent history of theology and philosophy: first, the Spinozism controversy initiated in 
1785 by Jacobi, who argued that philosophical conceptions of reason led inevitably to 
Spinozism, hence to atheism and nihilism; second, the competing responses to Jacobi 
developed in the early nineteenth century by German Idealists such as Hegel and by 
Romantics such as Schleiermacher; and, third, the very different responses given in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries by post-Hegelian thinkers such as 
Kierkegaard, Rosenzweig, and Levinas. Special attention will be paid to the various roles 
played in these developments by the thought of Judaism and its relation to Christianity. 

THEO 469 Holocaust in Literature 
  Michael Signer TH 11:00-12:15

Between 1933-1945 the actions of the Nazi Government transformed the map of the 
world politically and theologically. The ability of the Nazis to gather the cooperation of 



German citizens and the citizens of other occupied countries to implement their policies 
against the Jews has raised questions about the claims that European civilization is based 
on Christianity. From the Jewish perspective the death camps and the elimination of 
nearly all Jews in Eastern Europe has posed serious challenges to traditional theological 
ideas about their continuing covenant with the God of Israel. Both Christians and Jews, 
for common and different reasons, look upon the Holocaust as an abyss, a dark night of 
the soul. During this semester we shall attempt to move from horrified silence to insight 
into the possible frameworks for constructing theology "after the abyss." We shall utilize 
both literary and theological resources of authors before, during and after the Holocaust. 
No single theologian or author of either faith community has a developed an answer to 
the problems that arise from a study of the Holocaust. However, we shall attempt to read, 
evaluate, and--for some of us--appropriate what theologians and literary authors have 
written. 

THEO 472 Catholic Radicalism 
  Michael Baxter TH 3:30-4:45
  
THEO 473A Theology of St. Augustine 
  Brian Daley MW 11:45-1:00

Augustine of Hippo was arguably the most influential theological thinker in the history of 
Western Christianity. A brilliant professional rhetorician and a profound student of 
Neoplatonic philosophy, Augustine brought his gifts and training to the service of the 
Church when he was baptized, after a long struggle of faith, in 387. Yet perhaps because 
of his gifts, he was always surrounded by controversy, and has remained so down to the 
present - appearing to many to be responsible for some of the main shortcomings of the 
Church's theology and practice, even as his writings largely set the agenda for later 
theological discussion in the West. In this course, we will read a representative sample of 
his major works - some of his early philosophical treatises, the Confessions, his Homilies 
on I John and on some of the Psalms, some of his controversial works on grace and 
human freedom, and parts of On Christian Teaching, On the Trinity, and On the City of 
God. Our goal will be to discover Augustine's characteristic blend of exegesis, pastoral 
concern, philosophical speculation and spirituality, and to let it challenge and nourish our 
own reflective faith. 

THEO 474/586A Christianity-Islam Dialogue & Relations 
  Gabriel Reynolds TH 3:30-4:45

In this course we will analyze the history of the Muslim-Christian conversation. We will 
begin with the Qur'an and the earliest Christian writings on Islam and continue with 
medieval polemical and apologetical works (in English) by Arab and European authors. 
Turning to the contemporary period we will look, on one hand, at missionary tracts aimed 
at converting (focusing on material on web sites), and, on the other, at efforts to seek 
mutual understanding through dialogue (including the development of the Church's 
teaching on Islam). Finally, we will consider the contribution to this conversation of more 



recent religious movements -- including Baha'ism, Ahmadism and the Nation of Islam -- 
and the impact of September 11 on this conversation. 

THEO 477 Education in Faith 
  Janice Poorman TH 12:30-1:45

This course is designed to assist current or prospective teachers of religion/theology at 
the junior-high and high school levels in the catechesis of young adults in Catholic 
schools. The course is open to Theology Department students at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels (including those enrolled only for the Summer Session), to M.Ed. 
students serving in the Alliance for Catholic Education, and to Notre Dame 
undergraduates with minors in Education, Schooling, and Society. Within class sessions 
designed to be highly dialogical, interactive, and prayerful, participants will explore both 
theological and practical/pedagogical dimensions of the process of catechesis. Required 
readings are drawn from The Catechism of the Catholic Church, from publications of the 
United States Catholic Conference (notably the General Directory for Catechesis, the 
National Catechetical Directory for Catholics in the United States, and the Guide for 
Catechists) and from the works of several theologians and educational theorists who have 
contributed significant responses to the two central questions addressed in this course: 
"What is Catechesis?" and "How Do We Engage in Catechesis in the Context of Catholic 
Schools?". During this course, participants will explore all of the central tasks that 
constitute the holistic process of catechesis as delineated in the general and national 
Catholic catechetical directories: communicating knowledge of the mystery of God's self-
revelation; fostering maturity of faith and moral development; sharing and celebrating 
faith by forming Christian communities of prayerful people; promoting Christian service 
and social justice; and witnessing to faith through pedagogy and by the example of 
authentic spiritual lives. 

Course Requirements: Participants are required to read all assigned selections from the 
course packet [available through "The Copy Shop" of LaFortune Student Center, (574) 
631-2679 or FAX (574) 631-3291]. Participants will also actively contribute to class 
sessions and will synthesize within the following assignments what they have learned 
from both readings and class sessions: 

1. a mid-course examination; 
2. a personal mission statement for themselves as catechists (2-3 pages); 
3. an integrative essay (10-12 pages) answering the question, "What does itmean to 

educate in faith?". 

  

THE FOLLOWING COURSES MAY BE USED TOWARDS A THEOLOGY MAJOR
(Courses DO NOT satisfy university requirements)  

  
THEO 328 Augustine and Bonaventure 
  Al Neiman TH 3:30-4:45



  
THEO 345 Christianity in the Middle East 
  Joseph Amar MWF 12:50-1:40
  
THEO 381A Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker Movement 
  Todd Whitmore T 7:00-8:15
  
THEO 387A Chinese Ways of Thought 
  Lionel Jensen TH 11:00-12:50

LLEA 380 is a special topics class on the religion, philosophy, and intellectual history of 
China. Conventionally it is assumed that the religion and philosophy of the Chinese can 
be easily divided into three teachings: Daoism, Buddhism, and "Confucianism." Chinese 
Ways of Thought questions this easy doctrinal advisability by introducing the student to 
the worldview and life experience of Chinese as they have been drawn from local cultic 
traditions, worship and sacrifice to heroes, city gods, earth gods, water sprites, nature 
deities, and above all, the dead. China's grand philosophical legacy of Daoism, 
Buddhism, "Confucianism," and later "Neo-Confucianism" with which we have become 
familiar in the West derived from the particular historical contexts of local practice and it 
was also in such indigenous contexts that Islam and later Christianity took hold. 

  

KNOW YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH 
(Courses DO NOT satisfy university requirements) 

1 CREDIT HOUR EACH  

More information on these classes will be available later. 

THEO 340A Know Your Catholic Faith: Prayer 
  Lawrence Cunningham SUN 6:00-8:15
  
THEO 340P Know Your Catholic Faith: Eucharist 
  Joseph Wawrykow T 6:00-8:05

The Eucharist is, as the Catechism of the Catholic Church stresses, the "source and 
summit of the Christian life." This course examines Catholic teaching about this central 
sacrament through the Catholic Catechism; papal and other ecclesiastical documents; 
and, the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas. Particular attention will be given to real 
presence, and, to the ways in which the eucharistic Christ promotes spiritual growth. 

THEO 340R Know Your Catholic Faith: Mass 
  David Fagerberg W 6:00-8:05
  
THEO 340S Know Your Catholic Faith: Ignatian Spirituality 
  Brian Daley 20 max.



** This is a retreat. ** 

  

OTHER 1 CREDIT COURSES 
(DO NOT satisfy university requirements)  

  
THEO 342 Building a Civilization of Love: Inter-Faith Service and Dialogue 
  Michael Signer 

This course is an experience of service, based on faith, fostering theological reflection on 
inter-faith dialogue. Students will travel to Camp Brotherhood in Skagit County, 
Washington, during Spring Break, and meet and work with Jewish, Muslim, and 
Protestant and Catholic Christians on Together We Build, a Habitat For Humanity 
"build," constructing migrant worker housing. While in the Seattle area, students will also 
meet with faith leaders and visit places of worship. This week-long experience will 
provide a perspective from which to think theologically on inter-faith dialogue. 

This course aims to foster inter-faith life by providing: a basic understanding of other 
religions and denominations (with a particular focus on the Catholic understanding of 
other religions), a side-by-side experience of service with members of other faiths, and an 
education in learning to think theologically about inter-faith experience and about 
dialogue. Readings will include Nostra Aetate and other church documents pertaining to 
inter-faith dialogue, as well as contemporary theological treatments More on this course 
later. 

 


