Fall 2004 Ph.D. Course Descriptions - Theology at the University of Notre Dame

Ph.D. Course Descriptions
Fall 2004

Theo 603 Hebrew Bible Seminar: Leviticus
Call # Gary Anderson W 9:30-12:00 3

A close reading of the Hebrew original with an eye toward the historical development of the
book, the problem of literary sources, the central theological concerns (Tabernacle, Priesthood,
Sacrifice, and Purity) and the impact of the work on Second Temple Judaism and early
Christianity.

Theo 607H  Intermediate Hebrew
Call #4301 James VanderKam TH 3:45-5:00 (3
X-listed w/507H

The course builds on the lessons learned in Elementary Hebrew and offers the opportunity to
increase one' s knowledge of Hebrew by reading and analyzing passages from the Hebrew Bible.
There will also be some reading selections from other texts such as the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Theo 610A  Advanced Greek
Call #1336 David Aune MW 4:30-5:45 (3

Close reading of a selection of Greek inscriptions and literary texts that deal with aspects of
Greek religion from the fifth century BCE to the second century CE. While the focus will be on
the reading and understanding of Greek texts, the first half of the course will include an
introduction to Greek epigraphy (pagan and Christian) as well as to epigraphical tools and
resources, while the second half will center on reading selections from a number of Hellenistic
authors who provide important descriptions of Greek religious practices (Plutarch, Pausanias and
the Greek magical papyri). During the semester, Smyth's Greek Grammar will be systematically
read through and discussed when relevant. There will in addition be alexicographical component
of the course in which each student will prepare a study of a particular Greek lexeme.

THEO 611 New Testament Seminar: The Gospel of John
Call # 2686 Jerome Neyrey H 9:30-12:00 (3

This doctoral seminar will consider the Gospel of John in terms of its background, literary shape,
and patterns and historical and social setting. Attention also will be given to the appropriate
cultural materials needed to understand this ancient document, such as honor, group-oriented
personality, patron-broker-client relations and secrecy.
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THEO 621 Early Christrinity Seminar
Call #4255 John Cavadini W 1:15-3:45 (3

No course description available

Theo 624 Doctrine of God
Call #5703 Cyril O’Regan MW 9:30—12:00 (3)

This seminar focuses on contemporary understandings of the Trinity. The major focus will be on
views that operate within terms defined by Rahner’ s paradigm shift to the economy of salvation.
Here the emphasis will fall important differencesin emphases that this paradigm shift allows, and
their varying degrees of hospitality to talk of the immanent Trinity and divine possibility.
Authors covered include LaCugna, Moltmann, and von Balthasar. Given the economic turn in
contemporary discussion of the Trinity aleitmotif in the course is the topic of divine possibility.
The Trinitarian thought of Thomas Aquinas constitutes a secondary focus of the course. In
addition to a close reading of Aquinas' important treatment of the topic in the Summa, we will
survey the contemporary debate about Aquinas contribution with special focus on the kinds of
retrieval of Aquinas at work in John Milbank, Bruce Marshall, and Thomas Weinandy.

Course Requirements:
Class Attendance; Class participation; Brief class presentation; Research paper 20-25 pages

Books:

Balthasar, Theo-Drama. Vol. 5
LaCugna, God for Us

Moltmann, The Trinity and the Kingdom
Rahner, The Trinity

Theo 634a Medieval Exegesis. The Song of Songsin the Jewish and Christian Exegetical
Traditions
Call # Michael Signer and Sara Japhet, Visiting Crown-Minow Professor
(HebrewUniversity, Jerusalem) T 9:30-12:00 (3)

The Song of Songs occupies a unigue place in both the Jewish and Christian exegetical
traditions. Since antiquity both communities have devel oped hermeneutical approaches that
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transcend a simple historical reading and transform the erotic imagery of the poem into a
description of the relationship with God. Our seminars will examine these exegetical approaches
of the Targum, Origen, Rabbi Solomon ben Isaac of Troyes (Rashi), Rabbi Samuel ben Meir
(Rashbam) and Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra, and Bernard of Clairvaux, within their cultural contexts
from antiquity through the medieval period.

Theo 652 Moral Theology Seminar: Thomas Aquinas
Call #6397 Jean Porter wW 9:30-12:00 (3

In recent years, there has been aresurgence of interest in Aquinas's ethical thought, but without
attention to the context from which it emerged. Y et Aquinas's moral thought cannot be fully
understood or appreciated unlessit is placed in relationship to the views of hisimmediate
predecessors and interlocutors. Furthermore, this approach to the study of Aquinas moral
theology also provides us with a case study for examining how moral concepts develop over
time, and how they are shaped by social and cultural, as well asintellectual factors.

In this course, we will examine Aquinas writings on the natural law in the context of relevant
texts from selected twelfth and thirteenth century authors, including Abelard, Gratian, William of
Auxerre, Bonaventure, and Albert the Great. All texts will be made available in trandation,
although students who wish to read them in Latin will be given the opportunity to do so. Course
requirements will include several short papers and alonger paper on atopic to be determined in
consultation with the instructor.

Theo 661 Phil/Theo:M etaphys of Creation
Call #5685 David Burrél H 9:30-12:00 3
No course description available,

Theo 666 Eschatology
Call #6399 Mary Doak F 9:30-12:00 (3)

No course description available,

Theo 671 Early Christian Worship
Call # 6402 Max Johnson M 1:15-3:30 (3

An introduction to the liturgical sources, ancillary documents, and methodologies for the study of
Christian Liturgy in the Patristic Period, with primary concentration on the Eucharist and its
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anaphora, the Rites of Christian Initiation, the origins and early evolution of the Liturgical Y ear,
and the Liturgy of the Hours. Together with primary sources, Joseph Jungmann's The Early
Liturgy to the Time of Gregory the Great, Paul Bradshaw's The Search for the Origins of
Christian Worship, Thomas Talley's The Origins of the Liturgical Y ear, and portions of other
secondary works (e.g., Robert Taft, The Liturgy of the Hoursin East and West, and E. Mazza,
The Origins of the Eucharistic Prayer) will be considered criticaly.

Theo 679 Reformation Liturgies
Call #6404 Nathan Mitchell H 1:15-3:30 (3

This course will explore the most important Christian liturgies that appeared during the
Reformation(s) of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuriesin Europe.* Beginning with a
discussion of Martin Luther’ s writings on sacramental theology (plus his proposals, in Latin and
German, for liturgical reform), the course will move to a study of Reformed Liturgy (Zwingli,
Bucer, Calvin, Knox); Anglican Liturgy (the 1549 and 1552 Prayer Books of Edward VI and
subsequent [e.g., Elizabethan] revisions of the BCP); the response of the “Catholic
Reformation” (sometimes called the “ Counter-Reformation”); and the Puritan Liturgy
(Middleburg, John Cotton, the Westminster Director). Following these historical investigations,
individual rituals will be examined in greater detail, among them: the rites of Baptism and
Confirmation; Eucharist; Marriage; and Christian Burial.

*Many of these liturgies are conveniently translated and assembled in Bard Thompson, Liturgies
of the Western Church (original edition: Cleveland; World Publishing Co., 1961; reprinted by
Fortress Press). This book will be arequired text for the course. Also required will be Professor
James White' s Protestant Wor ship: Traditionsin Transition (Westminster/John Knox Press,
1989), aswell as John Bossy’s study Christianity in the West 1400-1700 (New Y ork: Oxford
University Press, 1985).

Theo 697 Directed Readings (V)
(Authorization # required - see Carolyn Gamble)

Theo 699 Resear ch and Dissertation (V)
(Call number varies with instructor - see DART book)

Theo 700 Nonresident Dissertation Research (V)
(Call number varies with instructor - see DART book)
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