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Dylan Belton 
Departments of Philosophy and Theology joint major 
Advisers: Matthew Ashley and Grant Ramsey 
 
 
“Evolution and Teleology” 
I investigate the post-Darwinian status of teleology in 
philosophy and biology and how Darwinian evolutionary 
theory has affected theological reflection on divine 
purpose in an evolutionary context. I wanted to evaluate 
the far-reaching claim that Darwin’s theory means the 
universe has “at bottom” neither immanent purposes nor 
an overarching purpose. 
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“‘Otherworldliness’: Spirituality and Deviance in the Lives of 
Young Hispanic Adults” 
I studied gang members and their religious attitudes in an attempt to 
understand the moral code they use to navigate the social world. I have 
watched family members and friends get caught up in the gang lifestyle 
and always felt called to be an advocate for at-risk youth in my 
community. Also, I’m curious about gang members’ relationship with 
Christianity, and sociological studies have not delved into this concept. 
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Adriana Garcia 
Department of Sociology 
Double major in theology 
Advisers: Christian Smith and David Sikkink 



“Flexibility of Style and Narrative Shortcoming in Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s and In Cold Blood” 
Although In Cold Blood was the next major work Truman Capote 
published after Breakfast at Tiffany’s, little criticism focuses on the 
similarities between the two: similar protagonists, numerous written 
insertions, etc. And although both works attempt to create holistic 
accounts, both fail. The written insertions are just as limited as the 
main stories they attempt to elaborate upon, illustrating the limitations 
of narrative. 
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Matthew Hawk 
Department of English 
Minor in theology 
Adviser: Matthew Wilkens 



“Thomas Aquinas and René Girard on Sacrifice” 
My thesis focuses on the diverse understandings of Christ’s sacrificial 
death in the work of Thomas Aquinas and René Girard. My aim is to 
compare Girard’s analysis of the sacrificial nature of Jesus’ death (as 
the “innocent victim”) with that of Aquinas’ approach to the sacrificial 
death of Christ in service of a robust soteriology that takes into account 
our (post-) modern evolutionary context. 
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Chelsea King 
Department of Philosophy 
Double major in theology 
Advisers: John Betz and Richard Cross 



“Cultivating a Worldview of Wonder as a Christian Response to 
Environmental Crisis” 
I propose that rekindling a worldview of wonder can serve as a 
dynamic, Christian response to ecological crisis. Wonder is both 
attitude and profound experience, and humans forge an emotional 
bond with Creation through the universal capacity for wonder. This 
thesis is an attempt to address this need for motivation by drawing on 
my own intuitions about wonder in concert with insights from the 
Christian tradition. 
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Ashley Logsdon 
Department of Theology 
Double major in biological science 
Adviser: Margaret Pfeil 
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Kirsten Milliard 
Department of Art, Art History, and Design (art history) 
Double major in theology 
Adviser: Danielle Joyner 

“Images of the Crucifixion From the Scriptorium of Saint-Bertin, c. 
1000 C.E.” 
My thesis compares two Crucifixion scenes, one in a psalter and one in 
a Gospel book, that were created under the direction of Abbot Odbert at 
the Flemish monastery of Saint-Bertin, c. 1000 C.E. Through this 
comparison, I explore the theological and cultural themes of interest to 
the monks who created the manuscripts. 
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Robert Rauch 
Department of Theology 
Double major in history 
Adviser: John Cavadini 

“The Use of Demonology in Early Christian Apologetics” 
The works of early Christian apologists often include references to 
demons. Although today’s audience may overlook them as symbolic, 
for the ancient writers and their audiences, demons represented real 
(even if not physical) beings. My thesis focuses on the inclusion and 
meaning of demons in the apologetic works of Justin Martyr and 
Origen. I hope to generate discussion about how demonology 
influenced early apologists. 



“Adapting the Medieval Offertory for the Post-Vatican II Catholic” 
My thesis is an attempt to explore the history and theology of the 
offertory—and integrate medieval Gregorian chant into the post-Vatican 
II liturgy. As an experiment, I adapted the corpus of offertory chants into 
simple music the entire congregation can sing during the liturgy to try to 
foster more active participation in the Mass. 
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Laura Taylor 
Department of Theology 
Double major in music performance (piano) 
Minor in liturgical music ministry 
Adviser: Margot Fassler 
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