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Dear Interested Student, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Common Good Initiative (CGI) Haiti Immersion Program! 
 
In the CGI, Notre Dame graduate and professional students have a valuable short-term 
immersion opportunity with the Notre Dame Haiti Program in Léogâne, Haiti. You will find 
an abbreviated trip description in the pages that follow. Currently the immersion is 
scheduled for May 27th – June 4th, 2014. 
 
CGI Haiti Immersion participants are also required to participate in the ‘Common Good 
Initiative Seminar’, which is a 2-credit, graduate-level Theology course. There is a sample 
past syllabus included in this packet for your consideration. Classes for the 2014 CGI will 
begin in March 2014. There are 7 spring seminar classes, 2 fall seminar classes, and a fall 
day-long reflection retreat. In the selection process, priority will be given to those students 
who are available to participate in the full course-structure of the CGI program. However, 
should there be room in the program after applications are submitted due to size and/or 
budgetary possibilities, we will consider applicants who cannot participate in the full CGI 
program. 
 
Applications for the CGI Haiti Immersion program are due no later than 5:00pm on 
December 2nd, 2013 by email to rpfunder@nd.edu. Upon submitting your 
application, you are also required to sign-up for a 20-minute interview on December 
4th, 5th, 6th, or 9th. An interview sign-up sheet is available outside of my office, Malloy 
242.  All graduate and professional students are welcomed and encouraged to apply. 
Applications can be found at bit.ly/CSCcommongoodinitiative. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of the CGI internship program. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me should you have any further questions about the program. 
 
Best, 
 
Bob Pfunder 
Program Manager, Common Good initiative 
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Common Good Initiative: Haiti - Important Application & 
Logistical Information 
 
 
Tentative Immersion Dates: May 27th – June 4th, 2014. 
 
Immersion Partner: ND Haiti Program 
 
Spring 2014 and Fall 2014 Coursework Required – 2-credit graduate level Theology course 
entitled, ‘Common Good Initiative Seminar’ – students receive credit in the Fall 2014 semester 
for all work done in the CGI. 
 
Application Deadline: email to rpfunder@nd.edu by 5:00 pm, December 2nd, 2013. Applications 
can be found at bit.ly/CSCcommongoodinitiative.  
 
Applicant Interviews: Interview sign-up sheets will be outside of my office, 242 Malloy Hall, 
beginning on November 7th, 2013. Sign up for a 20 minute interview on December 4th, 5th, 6th, or 
9th. 
 
You will receive word on the status of your application in mid-January. 
 
For any further questions or concerns about the CGI Program or application process, contact Bob 
Pfunder, CGI Program Manager, by email or phone (rpfunder@nd.edu - 574-631-2575). 
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Global Health, Poverty, and the Preferential Option for the Poor: 
Common Good Initiative and University of Notre Dame Haiti Program Immersion Trip 

 Léogâne, Haiti 
 
Background on the organizations/work: The University of Notre Dame Haiti Program, led by 
Father Tom Streit, CSC, is a world leader in the fight against lymphatic filariasis (also known as 
‘elephantias’). With a concentrated effort at eliminating the disease in Haiti, where in endemic 
areas as much as than 26% of the population is infected, Notre Dame, the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the Haitian Ministry of Health and Population, and Hospital Sainte 
Croix in Léogâne, Haiti, and additional partners are steadily moving toward the creation of a 
model for worldwide elimination. 
 
Focus of the Trip: For one week, students will explore the relation of public health, poverty, and 
the preferential option for the poor in Léogâne and Port-au-Prince, Haiti with the Notre Dame 
Haiti Program. Students will work closely with ND Haiti Program staff to learn more about the 
program’s efforts in Léogâne and surrounding areas, as well as to meet those with whom they are 
working. Most fundamentally, students will bear witness to the testimony of those who 
themselves are suffering the effects of poverty or disease. Students will also meet with direct 
service organizations, community organizing groups, NGOs, and other ND Haiti Program 
partners to learn about various development efforts, as well as to be exposed to the structural 
conditions of poverty and neglected tropical diseases in the country. Students will engage with 
Haitian culture and will be offered models of disease prevention and poverty eradication from all 
partners. The course will also draw students into the work of the local Catholic Church, so as to 
draw them into the teaching of the preferential option for the poor and the variety of challenges 
the church faces in the midst of such extreme poverty and suffering.  
 
Dates: Tentatively scheduled for May 27th – June 4th. 
 
Housing: Lodging will be provided by the Notre Dame Haiti Program at the Residence Filariose 
in Léogâne. 
 
Language Requirement: English – translators will be available. 
 
Closest Airport: Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 
 
Other Requirements: Travel immunization shots will be required for participation. If interested 
in attending, please attend our program info sessions on November 5th, 4:00-5:00pm, and 
November 6th, 12:00-1:00pm, in the Geddes Hall Coffeehouse. All other questions should be 
directed to Bob Pfunder, CGI Program Manager, 242 Malloy Hall, 574-631-2575, 
rpfunder@nd.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bob Pfunder 
242 Malloy Hall      *SAMPLE SYLLABUS* 
(574) 631-2575 
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Common Good Initiative 
Syllabus, 2013 

 
Introduction 
 The Common Good Initiative is a community-based learning and research seminar 
focused on drawing students into the personal and structural complexities of poverty 
through Catholic social teaching and an interdisciplinary reflection on poverty. Students are 
given the opportunity to participate either in a 1-2 week immersion or an 8 week 
internship in either North or Central America. The goals of the course are to expose 
students to racially mixed and economically depressed neighborhoods; to enable them to 
confront some of the concrete challenges faced by impoverished communities, while 
bringing these realities to their research, ministry, and/or teaching; to show them ways in 
which fellow Christians/believers are striving to address systemic injustice; and to create 
within our graduate student community a network of diverse professionals committed to 
social justice and to the advancement of the common good. Students will participate in 
preparatory course sessions focused on Catholic social teaching and cross-disciplinary 
poverty analysis. Following summer immersions and internships, students will reconvene 
for a one-day follow-up retreat and integrative class sessions. 

 Apart from an introduction to Catholic social teaching and poverty analysis, the 
course has two key objectives. The first is to give students a concrete experience of poverty 
and social marginalization in the light of Catholic social teaching through the summer 
experience. The goal is to do this in a way that has lasting effects on the student’s work 
toward the common good. To this end, the fall integrative sessions are structured to give the 
student space to reflect upon the integration of these experiences with one’s graduate 
education and life more broadly. The second objective is to create a much-needed space for 
interdisciplinary dialogue amongst professors and students. The advancement of the 
common good requires such interdisciplinary conversations in society at-large. The CGI 
seeks to be a microcosm of these conversations in a way which both mutually enriches our 
understanding of the issues and trains us in the habits necessary for such discussions to be 
fruitful.  

 

Course Content: 
Spring Semester, 2013 

Part I: Catholic social teaching and approaching poverty theologically 
 
Session 1 Introductory Class and Breakfast – Friday, March 1, 8:00-9:15 am – Institute 
for Educational Initiatives (IEI) 210 – McGlinn Family Room 
 
Session 2 (March 1, 8:00-9:30 am, 210 IEI):  Professor Margaret Pfeil  -  Introduction to 



Catholic Social Teaching 
- Required Reading: Justice in the World & Guadium et spes excerpt 
- Recommended Reading: Excerpt from The Common Good and Christian Ethics, David 

Hollenbach. 

Session 3 (March 7th, 6:30-8:30, 210 IEI): Case Study Discussion Session 
- See Case Study Assignment – 3-4 Written Pages 

Part II – Social Analysis and Pre-Departure Preparation 
 
Session 4  (after spring break intermission) – March 21, 6:30-8:30 pm, 210 IEI – 
Community Partner Presentation – Bridges out of Poverty: Poverty Alleviation Efforts 
in South Bend. 

- Readings to be emailed. 

Session 5, April 12th, 8:00-9:30 am (210 IEI) – Professor Dominic Vachon - Habits of 
Self-Care during the Summer 
 
Session 6, April 18th (tentative), 6:30-8:30 pm (210 IEI) – Professor Robert Dowd, CSC – 
Social Analysis & Human Development on the Ground 

-Excerpts from Caritas in veritate and Development as Freedom, by Amartya Sen – to 
be emailed. 

 
Session 7, Week of April 22nd: Pre-Departure Sessions 

- Guatemala Immersion Participants – April 25th, 6:30-8:30 pm – Professor Fabrice 
Lehoucq – Introduction to Recent Guatemalan Political and Cultural History. 

- Internship Students: Reading dependent upon site placement. 

Written Work for Part II: 3-4 page paper on your goals for the immersion and/or 
internship due before you leave for your immersion or internship (email to 
rpfunder@nd.edu). Given your disciplinary background and preparation, what questions 
are you bringing to the summer practicum? What questions have the classes occasioned? 
How are you preparing to enter into the experience? Is there anything worrying you about 
the trip? What are you most looking forward to about it? For ministry students, what 
pastoral questions are you bringing to your practicum? The assignment is due before you 
leave for your respective summer practicum. 
 
Summer Practica: 
 
Written Work: 
 
Immersions: Min. 1 page blog reflection.  
 
Internships: Students will complete weekly journals. You are free to write on any topic that 
arises during your internship. For your consideration, prompts will also be provided. The last 
journal should be a ‘letter to self’. The journals are to be turned in immediately following your 



internship, no later than the first day of classes in the Fall Semester. Journal prompts will be 
provided at the end of the semester. 
 
Fall Semester, 2012: 
 
One-day Reflection Retreat  - September 14, 2013 
 
Session 8 – Integration Seminar – The Integral Human Development Model and 
Catholic Relief Services – Jennifer Betz 

- Reading to be emailed. 

Session 9  – Integration Seminar – Introduction to Liberation Theology and the 
Preferential Option for the Poor & Solidarity in the Academy – Father Gustavo 
Gutierrez.  
 
Fall Written Work: Immersion students are required to write a 5-7 page essay discussing 
the status of those questions they planned asking in the spring. The essay should also make 
some syntheses regarding the course as a whole and should offer some reflections on how 
the summer experience will shape future graduate and professional work. An essay prompt 
will be provided in September. 
Internship students are required to write a 12-15 page research paper in consultation with 
a faculty member on a topic, issue, or event arising from the summer/coursework. Master 
of Divinity interns have an alternate option, which consists of two parts. First, the student 
will complete a 4-5 page synthesis essay/projective autobiography. Second, the student will 
complete a Pastoral Application Project.   A prompt for the assignment will be provided in 
September. 
 
Class Policies and Procedures 
 
Attendance: Students are required to attend every session of the CGI course. Attendance 
and participation will count for 20% of the student’s final grade, as class participation is a 
crucial aspect of the pedagogy. The success of the CGI classes depend upon students 
preparing readings and reflecting upon them in the light of their upcoming immersion or 
internship.  
 
Deadlines: Because of the timely nature of the assignments and considerable prior 
notification, there will be no extensions on assignments. If a student is late in turning an 
assignment in, it will be deducted a full letter grade every 48 hours that it is late.  
 
Grading:  
Immersion students: 
Participation: 20 % - Attendance, class participation, follow-up session participation. 
Spring and Summer written assignments: 40% 
Final synthesis essay: 40% 
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